	Origin of South Louisiana Family Names 

A listing of some of the more common family names of south-central Louisiana and how they were derived 

By Allen Bernard 

INTRODUCTION 

Many of the more common family names of south-central Louisiana have their origins in Twelfth and Thirteenth Century Europe. They were taken-or given-to describe the man's place of residence, his occupation, his father's name or some physical characteristic of his. In a slow, evolutionary process down through the years, some of the names were corrupted in their spelling or changed otherwise, with French names being anglicized, English names being gallicized, and the like.

Most of the family names listed in these pages are of French origin, while some are German, English or Italian. Most of these names were devised in the following ways: 

RESIDENCE: If a man left his town to live elsewhere, he would add the new town to his name. If he lived near or on a hill, he would acquire the word for hill as a family name. So, it seems that every little word of descriptive value became someone's family name, from beautiful mountain (Beaumont) to stony ridge (Steinig.) 

OCCUPATION: Many of the occupations reflected in our family names were those known in villages, large households, monasteries or noblemen's domains. Every village had its carpenter, cook, miller, clothier, shoemaker, tiller of the soil, etc. 

THE FATHER'S NAME: As children grew up it was common to I refer to them by the name of the father. In some cases it was customary, if the mother came from an influential family, to acquire the mother's name. . DESCRIPTIVE NAMES: Here we find a wide array of descriptive family names, such as, for the ruddy man, Red, Reid, Russell, Russo, Rousseau or Larousse. The size of the man fathered many names: In France are found the Lecourts (short), the Legrands . (tall), the Gras (fat). 

NAME CHANGES: Not all newcomers to Nova Scotia came i from France. The Melanson brothers, Peter and Charles, came from Scotland, as did another whose name was Peters. Lawrence Granger came from England at that time. The Melansons and the Peters were quickly changed to Melancon and Pitre by the French settlers, and the Anglican accent of Granger was changed to the French. The French who came from the Caribbean Islands also experienced name changes. Among these are Demangeot, DeBlois, Galdemar and Bagnaud. Did these name changes occur in the islands or were they recorded erroneously when they settled in Louisiana? 

With multiple government and language changes in this state from the time it was first settled until the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, clerks of different nationalities changed the spelling of many a name to conform to their own nationalities. 

ABOUT. THE AUTHOR: P .A. (Allen) Bernard's interest in of Louisiana family names for 20 years, off and on. He I Louisiana family names began in the 1960s when he was distilled information from many sources while living in Tunisia, North Africa, working as comptroller for of French Family Names, The New Dictionary of a group of American oil companies. A professor from a American Family Names, The Vigilante Committee) of the university in France, who lived in Tunisia in the summers, Attakapas, and others) and drew conclusions based upon pointed out that the St. Martinville, la., phone directory his own knowledge of history and genealogy. The result that Bernard had showed him contained many names. The author is originally may have seemed French but were actually Scotch, German from St. Martinville and currently resides in New Iberia of English in origin. Bernard went on to study the subject 
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A 

ABADIE: Descendant of the one who lived near the abbey or monastery. 

AILLET: Descendant of the one who would have been a grower or merchant of garlic. 

ALLAIN: Derivative of Alain, a popular family name in France. Alain is derived from the Latin, Alanus. 

ALLEMAN: Descendant of the man who came from Germany. 

AMY: Derivative of Ami or Lamy, a popular name in France. Means "friend or loved one." 

ANGERS: Descendant of the one who came from Angers, the Anjou region. 

ARCENEAUX: No record. This name must have originated in America (Nova Scotia or New Brunswick) and the originator would have been the guardian of the arsenal. In Quebec, where this name is very popular, the name is spelled Arsenault. 

ARDOIN: A form of Hardouin. This name would have originated in southern France. 

ARLES: Descendant of the man who came from Aries, the mouth of the Rhone River, southern France. 

ARMAND: Descendant of Armand or Harmand, the strong one. 

ARNAUD: A very popular name in southern France. Also known as Arnault. The town of Arnaudville was named for this pioneer family of that area. 

ARTIGUE: A form of Artige. He could have been the man who came from the fallow field. 

ARTON: No record as spelled. This originally could have been Artonne, a place name. 

AUBREY: Known as Aubry in France, a family name. It is claimed that Saint Aubrey came to England with William the Conqueror in 1066. 

AUCOIN: This name was derived from the Germanic meaning, "friend of the temple." 

AVERY: English. Descendant of Everard or one who came from Evreux, France. 

B 

BABIN: Probably derived from the names of Babet or Babay. as pronounced to\\'ard the end of the Middle Ages. 

BABINEAU: A derivative of Babin. 

BAQUET: Descendant of the man who fabricated tubs or buckets. He might also have been known as a ferryman. 

BARBIER: Known as the hairdresser, the barber or the blood-letter. 

BARILLEAU: Descendant of the short, stocky man. A barillier would have described one who was a maker of barrels, a cooper. 

BARONET: Might have been known as Baronnet, a proud young man. 

BAROUSSE: Descendant of the man with the red hair or ruddy complexion, or one who came from Barousse in southwest France. 

BARRAS: He would have been the descendant of the tall man. Name is derived from barre. Barras was one of Napoleon's generals. 

BARRIERE: Descriptive of the family who lived in the enclosed field or area. 

BARROIS: Derivative of Baron from the Champagne region, or he may have been the man who came from Barrois, a place in France. 

BARTHE: The man who lived in the bushy area, or the man who came from Barthe. 

BAUDOIN: This name has Germanic meaning of "stout friend." This family name is derived from Baude. 

BAYARD: He would have been one with reddish hair and a proud manner. 

BAZINET: Descendant of the man who sold a type of cotton material. 

BEAULLIEU: The original name would have been Beau- lieu, or one who came from the beautiful place. 

BEAUPRE: The dweller in or near the beautiful meadow. 

BEAUREGARD: Descendant of the handsome man, or the one who came from Beauregard, one of several places in France. 

BECHET: The original Bechet could have been the possessor of a rather long nose; the name is diminutive fur "beak." 

BEGNAUD: No record as spelled. It might have been Bagnaud, derived from Bagnard, the keeper of the public baths. 

BELANGER: "Beautiful Anger(s)." Descendant of one who came from Angers. 

BELLEAU: One who might have come from "beautiful water" in Lincolnshire or from Belleau in France. 

BENOIT: A very popular name in France, derived from the French form of Benedict. 

BERARD: Some spell the name with an acute accent over the "e." This name has a Germanic meaning, "tough as a bear." 

BERCIER: Descendant of Bercier, a maker of cradles. 

BERGERON: Descendant of the little shepherd, "Ie petit berger." This name probably originated in Picardy or Normandy. 

BERNARD: This name has the same meaning as Berard. The first Bernards to arrive in Louisiana from Canada were the brothers Michel and Pierre, who came to St. Martin and St. James parishes, respectively, in 1761. They came from New Brunswick. 

BERTHELOT: Might have been known as Bertelot, a derivative of Bertaud. 

BERTRAND: A very popular name, baptismal and family, and is derived from the ancient form of Bertran. 

BESLIN: No record. If French, it could have originated as Belin, a popular French family name that denotes origin as a shepherd. 

BEWLEY: Supposedly of English origin, this name could have originated as Beaulieu, "beautiful place," in France. 

BEWLEY: Supposedly of English origin, this name could have originated as Beaulieu, "beautiful place," in France. 

BINEVENU: Name is derived from term, vous etes bien venus (welcome) or from the ancient baptismal name of Bienaime. 

BILLEAUD: No record as spelled. Could have been Billaud (kind/ruler). 

BILLET: This name might have represented a public scribe as far back as the Fifteenth Century. 

BILLODEAUX: Spelling was changed. Known as Bilodeau in Canada, but must have been originally known as Billaudaut or Billodault in France. 

BLANCHARD: Descendant of the blond man. In England he would have been the man who lived at the sign of the blanchard, the white horse. 

BLANCHET: Derivative of Blanc, the blond man. Probably originated in Charente. 

BODIN: No record in this foan. It could have been Baudin (bold) or it might have been Boudin (red boudin - maker ). 

BONIN: This name was derived from bon (good) and probably originated in southern France. 

BONNET, BONNETTE: Descendant of little Bonne French foan of Bonitus, an Eighth Century saint. . ' 

BONVILLIAN: Was probably known as Bonvilain, an agent in property dealings, the equivalent of our present- day real estate agent. 

BORDELON: Descendant of the man who owned the farm with the long border. 

BOREL: Could have been one of two origins. He might have been an executioner, or he could have been of noble birth in Dauphine. Therc was a Count Borel of Rousillon. 

BORNE: Descendant of the man who lived near the boundary or the landmark. 

BOUCHER: Descendant of the man who was a butcher by profession. 

BOUDREAUX: Descendant of the man who was an army messenger. Derived from Boudier. 

BOUILLON: Origin probably Brittany but meaning obscure. It could have been derived from a term used in measurements. Too, it could have meant the man came from the lowlands. 

BOURDIER: Derived from Borde. He would have been the one who lived on the farmed enclosure. 

BOURG: Descendant of the man who lived in the burg (bourg). 

BOURGEOIS: The middle class citizen who lived in town. 

BOURQUE: No record as spelled. It would have been Bourg and would have designated the man who lived in the burg (bourg). Villages in France are called hameaus, bourgs and villages. 

BOUTON: Descendant of the man who was small as a button. 

BOUTTE: No record as spelled. It could have beer. Boutet or Bouttet and would have meant that the owner vf the name was of small stature. 

BOYER: This family name is probably from Bouvier, cowboy in our modern language. 

BRASSEAUX: No "x" on this name and it would have designated the man who fabricated bracelets. 

BRAUD: Contraction of either Beraud or Berault. This name is of Germanic origin. 

BREAUX: Our Acadian name of Breaux is from Braud or Brault. Our Canadian cousins call it Breau, Breault, Brault. 

BRIERRE: Descendant of the man who lived in or near the heather field. 

BROUSSARD: This name was derived from Brosse or Brousse. The first Broussard must have been a man who had a bushy head. One of the first in Louisiana was known as Beau Soleil Broussard. 

BUJARD: The originator of the name must have been someone who bleached clothes.

BULLIARD: This name indicates the man could have been a scribe and may have been from the Dijon area. 

BUSSIE: Descendant of the man who came from Boisy in Normandy. The name could have originated in 

England as well; there is a Bushey in Herefordshire. 

C

CAILLOUET: Descendant of the man who lived in. the rocky area (gravelly). 

CALAIS: This name was probably known as Callet, a form of bonnet. Origin is obscure. 

CAMILLE: Descendant of the man who once was an altar boy or one who assisted a priest. 

CARRET: The name signifies the owner may have been a carter. ' 

CARRIER: Descendant of the man who worked in a quarry. 

CASE: Though this name is considered English it could also have been of French origin. There is a place in France called Case (pronounced cosse), and some families are known by that name. 

CASTILLE: Descendant of the man who came from Spain (Castille). 

CHAMPAGNE: This name signified the family coming out of the Champagne region of France. 

CHAMPEAUX: Descendant of the man who dwelled in the small field or farm. This could also have been a place name. 

CHAPPUIS: This name would have designated a carpenter with origin in the Massif Central of France. 

CHARBONNEAU: Descendant of the man who was the charcoal merchant. 

CHARPENTIER: Descendant of the woodworker of the western part of France, and a very popular family name in that area. 

CHASSON, CHIASSON: Descendant of the one who came from the Chasson community on the Gold Coast (southern), or the name might have meant the family that lived in the oak grove. This name might have been a derivative of casse, ancient term for oak. 

CHASTANT, CHATAIGNIER: This name would have described a man with chestnut-colored hair. Could have also meant the family lived in the chestnut forest or grove. 

CHAUVIN: Derivative of Chauve (bald). Descendant of the bald man. 

CHAVIS: Descendant of the man who came from Chavois (the hollow) in France. 

CHENAULT: Descendant of the one who lived near the irrigation canal. 

CHENEVERT: Descendant of the man who lived near the live oak tree. 

CHEVALIER: Descendant of one who was a military assistant to royalty; one who might have been a knight, a member of a legion of honor. 

CHOPIN: This name indicates the ancestor was a fighter, a man of violent temper. 

CITRON: Descendant of the man who lived in the lemon grove, a man who dealt in this product. 

CLEMENT: Descendant of Clement, the merciful. CLOUTIER: Descendant of the man who fabricated nails. 

COLOMB: Descendant of the man who was fond of doves. 

COMBE: This name indicates the ancestor came from the dry valley and probably originated in central France. 

COMEAU, COMEAUX: No record as family name. Could have been a place name in Charente area. 

CORDELL: Ancestor would have been engaged in making rope. 

COREL: Descendant of the man who dealt in horns (cor- nets). 

CORMIER: Ancestor whose house was near fruit trees in western France. 

COURREGE: This ancestor could have been a maker of belts, straps. In certain areas of France he might have been a police officer or the manager of a church. 

COURTOIS: Descendant of the courteous man; a well- educated person. 

COURVILLE: This ancestor could have lived in Cournaud, a place name. 

COUSTAU, COUSTEAU: Descendant of the man who came from the coastal area (costa). 

COUVILLON, COUVILLION: No record in these forms. Probably originated as Couvignon. Aube area. 

CROCHET: This ancestor probably used a small hook as a means of earning a livelihood, or he might have invented such a tool. 

CYR: A descendant of Cyr: one who came from St. Cyr, France. 

D 

DAIGLE: If of French origin he would have been a native of Aigle. If German, he would have been known as Dagowald, one of many Germans who arrived from Germany early in the Eighteenth Century. 

DAQUIN: Descendant of d'Haquin. He might have been a huntsman. 

DARBY: Descendant of one who came from d'Arby. Origin Haute-Savoie or Mieussy. 

DARCEY: Indications are this ancestor was a native of Arceau, on the Gold Coast of southern France. This name is derivative of Darceau. 

DARDENNE: Descendant of the man who lived in Dardenne in the Moselle area. The name could also have originated from "Daridu," an Ostrogoth warrior of the Sixth Century. 

DASPIT: No record as spelled. The ancestor may have been Daspet, from the Haute-Garonne. 

DAUPHINE: This is a rare family name, a place name. The province of Dauphine was so named as late as the Fourteenth Century. 

DAUTREUIL: No record as spelled. The ancestor might have been a native of Auteuil, in Oise, Seine-et-Oise, France. 

DAUTERIVE: No record as spelled. This would have been a place name. Antoine Bernard d'Hauterive assisted the authorities in the settlement of the early Acadians in the Attakapas area. The name would have been Antoine Bernard of the hauterive (the high bank). 

DAVID: Very popular family name in France. This name is a derivative of the king of the Israelites. Davis is the English form. 

DEBARGE: The ancestor who probably operated or owned a barge. 

DEBUISSON, DUBUISSON: Descendant of one who was a native of Buisson, or one who lived near the thicket or small wood. 

DECOUX: No record in this form. This ancestor could have been native of Coux, the western coast of France. 

DELAHAYE: Descendant of the family who lived near the hedge row. 

DELAHOUSSAYE: This ancestor could have been a titled man. The name denotes he came from Houssaye, a place where holly trees grew. 

DELAUNE: The Delaune ancestors who came to Louisiana were people of means who settled in New Orleans and on the Lafourche River. They came from the Aulne River in the north of France. , 

DELCAMBRE: The name is a contraction of Delachambre (of the room). The name is of Norman origin. 

DEMAHY: No record in this form. This name could have been deMailly (same pronunciation). There was a fiefdom called Mailly in central France. 

DEMURGER, DUMERGER: A Dumerger family lived in St. Martinville many years ago, and they claimed that the name should have been Demurger. This ancestor could have been a native of Savoie who lived near the rocky place. 

DEROUEN: No record in this form. Derouin is on record as being a derivative of Drouin. 

DESHOTEL: This family name might have been Desautels, from des Autels. 

DESLATTE: No record in this form. The name might have been Delatre, or the man who lived in the house with a hearth. 

DESPAGNE: Descendant of the man who came from Spain. 

DESTAING: This ancestor lived in the house near the pond. 

DEVALCOURT: This ancestor might have been a titled person. The name indicates the family lived in the valley. 

DEVILLE: Descendant of the man who lived in the rural village. 

DEVILUERS: Descendant of the family who came from Villers, or Villiers, in Normandy. 

DIDIER: The ancestor was probably named for a bis.hop of Langres (Burgundy) of the Third Cer.tur)' or the bishop of 'Vienne, Dauphine, of the Sixth Century. 

DIONNE: Descendant of one who came from the ancient fiefdom of Dionne, Burgundy, France. 

DOMENGEAUX: No record as spelled. The name might have been Demangeot, and this family would have come by way of Santo Domingo. There is a Thierry Demangeot listed in the 1983 Quebec telephone directory. 

DOMINIQUE: This forebear is said to be a representative of a Christian of great mystic power. The name implies he was blessed by the Lord. 

DORE: This family name would have originated in the Gascony area of France. The name is derived from or (gold). There is no pure meaning other than the fact 

that it denotes the color of gold. 

DORIAN: This ancestor would have been engaged as a gilder and would have originated in the Franche-Comte region of France. 

DOUCET: Descendant of the man of sweet character. TheDoucet ancestor was an early arrival in Nova Scotia, among the first. 

DOUET: Descendant of the man who lived near the source of water. 

DOZIER: Descendant of the one who dwelled near the willow trees. 

DROUANT: Derived from Dron (combatant). This name would have originated in Brittany. Other forms: Droun, Drouhant. 

DRUILHET: This ancestor might have been known as Drouillet and he would have come from Picardy. He would have dwelled in the oak grove. In ancient times oaks were known as drullia in that area. 

DUBERNARD: Descendant of the son of Bernard. 

DUBOIS: Descendant of the man who dwelled in the wooded area. 

DUCHAMP: Self-descriptive. Descendant of the family who dwelled in the cultivated area, the farm. 

DUCLOS: This name implies the ancestor came from the enclosed field. 

DUCOTE: No record. This ancestor could have been one who came from Cotet. Cotet is derivative of Jacquot. 

DUCREST: No record in this form. It might have been known as Ducret or Ducre, and this ancestor would have lived near a rocky area. 

DUET: Descendant of the son of Huet, Normandy. The pronunciation would have been from the French, Ie fils d'Huet. 

DUFOUR: Descendant of the one who dwelled near the village oven. 

DUGAS: Descendant of the one who dwelled on or near the uncultivated area. If Duga, the one whose house was situated near the ford, the river crossing. 

DUMAS: This name describes the family that dwelled on the farm. 

DUPERRIER: Descendant of the one who dwelled in the village of Perrier, or the one who lived near the rock quarry.

DUPIN: This ancestor would have lived near the pine tree. 

DUPLANTIER: Descendant of the man who dwelled in the grove of trees. 

DUPLANTIS: A place name from the south of France, a place called Plantis. 

DUPLESSIS: Descendant of the one who came from the village of Plessis, probably in Picardy. 

DUPLEX, DUPLEIX: The ancestor who lived in the house near the hedgerow 

DUPONT: Descendant of the one who lived near the bridge. 

DUPUIS: Descendant of the one who lived near the well. 

DUPUY: Descendant of the one who lived on the mound or hill. 

DURAND: Very common name in France and not of Acadian origin. The name meant "lasting, enduring." 

DUREL: Descendant of the son of Hurel (d'Hurel). 

DURIO: Descendant of the one who lived near the brook. He would nave originated in Gascony. 

DUVAL: Descendant of the one who lived in the valley. 

E 

EASTIN: Oddly, not French but Scotch. This family came from Easton, in Scotland, and from Kentucky to Louisiana. . 

ECUYER: Descendant of the one who carried the noble- man's shield or banner. 

ELDRIDGE: English. This ancestor came from Elbridge (plank bridge) in Kent. 

ESCUDIER: Descendant of the one of gentle birth who might have attended a knight, or the descendant of the one who fabricated shields. 

ESTORGE: If this name is of French origin it could have been for a place called Estorges, southern France. 

ETIE: No record in this form. There is the family name of Hetier, same pronunciation, that is derived from Hatier, a description of one of German origin. 

F 

FABRE: Descendant of the one-who works in metals, a smith. 

FALCON: The ancestor who raised falcons; a man who might have been a falconer or a hunter. 

FAUCHEUX: Ancestor was a grower of oats: Name means, "mower of oats." 

FENSTERMAKER: One who fabricated windows or window glass. "C 

FLEMING: Descendant of the man who came from Flanders (or Belgium). 

FOLSE: Germanic. This name originally might have been Foltz, and this ancestor could have arrived in Louisiana during the early 1700s. 

FONTAINE: French or English, and the ancestor would have lived near a spring of water. 

FONTENOT: Would be a derivation of Font (fountain, source). 

FORTIER: Descendant of the man who worked at the port, or the man who made and sold gimlets. 

FOURIER, FOURRlER: Descendant of the man who was the fodder merchant. 

FOURNET: An occupational name. This ancestor would have been the young baker of bread. 

FREYOU: No record. Could have been Feriot, Ferriaut, Ferriot, Ferriaud. These names were derived from Frederic. 

FRUGE, FRUGIER: No record as Fruge. Frugier would be the man who was the fruit vendor. 

FUQUA: The descendant of Folc (people). 

FUSILIER, FUSELIER: Derivative of Fuseau. The ancestor might have been one who dealt with sabers. The earliest commandant of the Attakapas territory was a Fusilier. 

G 

GAGNIER: This name is a derivative of the word gagne. This ancestor might have been ambitious. 

GALLETT: Descendant of the one who was a joyous person. He might have been described as a gallant man. 

GARDEMAL: No record. This man could have been known as Galdemar, and he would have come to the Attakapas region from Martinique. He operated a cargo and passenger boat on Bayou Teche circa 1860. 

GARY: No record in this form. There are Garrit or Garry with origin in the southwest of France. Garrit would have signified this man lived in the oak grove. 

GASPARD: This ancestor was named after one of the three wise men of the bible, Gaspardus. 

GASSIE: These ancestors might have been of Spanish or Gascon origin. This name is derived from Garsia. or Garcia. 

GAUDET: The descendant of little Gaud (ruler). 

GAUTHIER: Descendant of Gautier (ruler). Derived from Gaud. 

GERARD: Also known as Girard. Very popular family name in France. This name is of Germanic origin and means strength or hard. 

GILETTE: Descendant of Gilles and probably named for St. Gilles of the Sixth Century. 

GIROUARD: Descendant of the man who came from Le Girouard, a town in Vendee.

GISCLAIR: No record in this form. Could have been Gisclard' (tough hostage).

GONDRON, GONDRAN: The correct spelling would be Gondran and the name is derived from Gond (combatant). . 

GONSOULIN: No record in this form. This family would have been known as Gosselin, of Nonnandy origin. The name is a derivative of Gossart and would have meant that this original ancestor came from the area now known as Gennany. They came here from Brittany or Nonnandy. This is a very popular family name in Canada (Gosselin). 

GOTTSCHALK, GOUOCHAUX: Origin Alsace-Lorraine. Descendant of the servant of God. 

GOUDEAU: A derivative of Godeau or Godaud. This name has German meaning: God, strength. 

GRANGER: Of English origin. The first Granger in Nova Scotia was Lawrence Granger of Plymouth, England. The French community absorbed him. 

GREIG: Not French in origin. This is of Scotch origin and would have related to a descendancy from Gregory. 

GREMILLION: He would have been the descendant of the small man, a grumeau. 

GRENIER: A popular family name in France, it is a derivative of Garnier. It could also have indicated that the originator of this family name lived in the house with an attic. 

GROS: Descendant of the large man, a native of Picardy or Normandy. 

GUEYDAN: A place name with origin in the French Alps and the Gironds region. This name, of Gennan origin, means "spear- point." 

GUIDRY: No record in this form. This name would have been, all probability, Guitry, a place name that probably originated in the Eure region of France. 

GUILBEAU: This name describes the handsome man. The first this family in the Attakapas region was Joseph, who came here in 1761 with his own family and Michel Bernard, the first of the Bernards. 

GUILLORY: No record in this form. Could have been Guillery derivative of Guillaume. 

GUILLOT: Derived from Guillaume. Probably originated in Brittany.  

H

HALPHEN: This French family name is derivative of the Israelite form of Chalfon, "the money changer." 

HAMEL: Descendant of the man who dwelled in the hameau. Picardy and Nonnandy villages are called hameaus: in Brittan they are called villages: in the rest of France, bourgs. Because Acadians are of Breton descent they call their small towns villages. 

HANSON: He was the import tariff collector in ancient Normandy. 

HARDY: Descendant of Hardi, short for Hardouin (bold or friend). 

HARRINGTON: Irish, English. One who came from Harrington in Northhamptonshire in England. If Irish, the grandson of the tall, powerful man. 

HAYDEL: This family would have been descendant of Heidel, one of a large group of Germans who came to the New Orleans area in 1718. 

HEBERT: Descendant of Hebert (combat or bright). This family played an important role in early Acadian history. 

HENRY: A very popular family name in France; the name is of Germanic origin. 

HERPIN: Descendant of the man who played the harp. 

HIMEL: Another family of German descent. Descendant of the man who dwells at the sign of the sky or the heavens, or the ancestor who once dwelled at the place called Himel. 

HOLLIER: Descendant of the man who was the olive oil merchant. It is derived from the word d'olier. 

HUBER: Known in south Louisiana as Oubre, from Alsace Lorraine. The name implies this man farmed a hide of land, about 120 acres. 

HULIN: Descendant of the man originally known as Huleux. The name could have been derived from Hurler, to cry out. 

J 

JACQUET: A popular family name in France, named for St. Jacobus, a form of Jacques. 

JAMMES: Derivative of Jacques and named for the saints James the Major, James the Apostle and James the Minor. Jammes may have origil1ated in the south of France. 

JARREAU: Could have been derived from Jarre (earthenware), and might also have been known as Jarot. This ancestor could have been a merchant dealing in vases. 

JAUBERT: This name is a variation of Jobert or Joubert. 

JEANMARD: No record in this from; may have been known as Jamard. 

JEANSONNE: No record in this form. It might have been known as Jeanneson or Jeanson. 

JOLET: A descendant of Jolet, the handsome man. This name is derived from joli (pretty).

JOLIVET: The same derivation as Jolet. 

JOURNET: This name is a derivative of journal, a measure of land related to farming. 

JUDICE: No record in this form. There is the name of Giudice, a Corsican name meaning "judge" from the south of France. 

JUNEAU: No record as spelled. This family name could have been Junod or Junot and is derived from jeune 

(young). 

JUNG: Alsace origin meaning jeune (young). 

K 

KAPLAN: Alsace. A man of the cloth (religious). 

KRAMER: Alsace Lorraine family. Descendant of the man who owned the boutique, a merchant. 

L 

LABBE: Descendant of the man who was a member of the abbot's entourage. 

LABICHE: This name would have been a symbol of sweetness, describing a man of good character. 

LABORDE: Descendant of the man who maintained a border around his farmland. 

LABRANCHE: This family name would have been of German origin and originally would have been Zweig, meaning twig or branch. This family is descendant of the Germans who arrived in Louisiana in 1718. 

LABRUYERE: Descendant of the one who lived in the field of heather. 

LABRY: Descendant of the man who lived in the sheltered area. 

LACASSIE: Descendant of the one who dwelled in the oak grove. 

LACAZE: Like Lacassie, from the Gascony region of France, this family name referred to the "casa," or house. 

LACHAUSSEE: Descendant of the man who dwelled near the causeway or roadway. 

LACOMBE: Descendant of the man who came from the place called Combe, southwest France. 

LACOSTE: Descendant of the man who lived near the hillside or the coast. Gascony. 

LACROIX: Descendant of the one who lived near the cross.

LAFARGUE: Probably related to laforge,. the black-smith shop. The name might also have originated In the Gascony region of France. 

LAFLEUR: This family name might have indicated the ancestor was a soldier, a man in the flower of manhood. 

LAFOSSE: Descendant of the man who lived near the moat, or the depression. 

LAGNEAUX: This name probably described the ancestor of the sweet character of the lamb, l'agneau. 

LALLANDE: Descendant of the one who lived near the moor, the wasteland. Also known as Lalande. 

LAMBERT: A very popular family name in France of Germanic origin. A Lambert was once king of Italy during the reign of the Franks. 

LANCLOS: No record in this form. Would have been Lenclos, the ancestor who lived in the enclosed area or field. 

LANCON: Descendant of the man who lived in Lancon, a place in Gascony, in France. 

LANDRY: This is an ancient baptismal name of German origin, Landrik (nation, powerful). The names Landru and Landron are variants of Landry. 

LANGLINAIS: No record. This name could have been descriptive of the man in France who might have been originally from England. Or it could have been the Norman Langelay. 

LANGLOIS: Descendant of the ancestor who had come to France from England. 

LANOUX: Descendant of the man who came from Noue, in western and central France. Noue meant marshy ground. 

LAPEROUSSE: Descendant of the man who came from Laperousse or Lapeyrousse, in France. The name indicates the area was rocky. 

LAPORTE: Descendant of the one who lived near the city gate. 

LARCADE: Descendant of the one who lived in the house near the arcade, or in the house with the arcade. 

LARCHE: Descendant of the archer, the bowman. 

LAROUSSE: Descendant of the ancestor whose hair was red or whose complexion was ruddy. 

LASALLE, LASSALLE: Descendant of the family that lived in the large home with a hallway. It might also have been a place name. 

LASSEIGNE: Descendant of the one who came from La Seigne, in eastern France.  

LATIOLAIS: Seems spelling is wrong. It might have been Lastiolais in the south of France, and the ancestor would have been a tile maker, or a tile worker. 

LAURET: Descendant of the man who lived in Lauret or Herault. He might have been the one who dwelled near the laurel trees. 

LAVERGNE: Descendant of the man who came from Verne in western France. Verne is an ancient name for the alder tree. 

LAVIOLETTE: The first Laviolette in Louisiana came with LaSalle before the Acadians or other French set foot here. This man founded Trois Rivieres in Canada, and the bridge crossing the St. Lawrence River in that city is named after him. 

LEBLANC: Descendant of the blond man, a Norman. This is a very popular family name in France. 

LEBLEU: Descendant of the ancestor whose complexion was dark and whose origin would have been the south- west of France. 

LEDET: No record in this form. There is, however, the name of Lede, which indicates the ancestor was one who dealt with dice. 

LEDOUX: Descendant of the ancestor of the sweet disposition. 

LEFEBVRE or LEFEVRE: Descendant of the black- smith. 

LEGER: Descendant of the man named for Saint Leger of the Seventh Century. 

LEJEUNE: As the name implies, descendant of the young man. 

LELEUX: The name would have been Leleu, named for the wolf, in Picardy. 

LEMOINE, LEMOIGNE: Descendant of the monk, if Lemoine. If Lemoigne, you would have been descendant of the one-armed man in Nonnandy. This latter name is a derivative of moignier (mutilate). 

LEVERT: Descendant of the ancestor who lived in the green field. 

LIRETTE: Descendant of the quiet man. The name is a derivative of Loir or Leloir. 

LOGNON: Descendant of the one who grew and sold onions. 

LOISEL: Descendant of the bird lover. The name is derived from l'oiseau, the bird. 

LONG: Descendant of the tall man. This is a popular family name in France, especially in the north.

LOPEZ: Of Spanish origin, the name is derived from lupe, the wolf. 

LOREAU: Descendant of the one who was the saddle maker. Loreau was the founder of Loreauville. 

LOURD: Descendant of the large, heavy man. He was probably a native of Normandy. 

LOUVIERE: Descendant of the man who came from the place known as the "wolf haven." 

M 

MADERE: The name would have been Mader, from Gascony. He would have dealt with girders and trusses in carpentry. If German, Mader would have dealt with dyes and would have been a native of Maden, in Germany. 

MAILLY: A place name. One who came from Mailly would have been known as Mailly or Demailly. 

MANUEL: Descendant of Emmanuel (God is with you). 

MARAIST: No record as spelled. Would have been Marais and would have been native of south of France, near the Rhone River mouth. 

MARCANTEL: Descendant of the merchant. Mercantel is ancient French for merchant. 

MARIONNEAU: This family name might have been derived from the French name of Marie and the Hebrew name of Miriam. It would have originated in Poitou or Charente in France. 

MARTIN: Descendant of Martinus, or the man who was a native of Martin, in France. 

MASSARO: Descendant of Thomas. Or the man might have been one who worked with the equivalent of a sledgehammer. 

MATURIN: No record as spelled. Might have been Mathurin, named for St. Maturinus, revered by men of the sea. He would have been a sailor 

MAYEUX: Descendant of the man who was the mayor of a locality in northern France or southern Belgium. 

MEAUX: Descendant of the man who lived in Meaux in the Seine or Marne areas. 

MELANCON: No record as French. Two brothers named Charles and Peter, Melanson went to Nova Scotia in the Seventeenth Century from Edinburgh, Scotland. The Melansons became French Melancons in a short period of time. 

MENARD: The descendant of the man who was the manager. Other forms are Maynard and Meynard. 

MENDOZA: Of Spanish origin. Descendant of the one who lived on the high, cold mountain in Spain. 

MESTAYER: Also known as Metayer. Descendant of the tenant fanner. 

MEUNIER: Descendant of the miller of the community. This is a very popular name in the north of France. 

MEYER: Descendant of the doctor of the Talmud. The name is of Jewish origin. In Alsace this name would have meant he was a share cropper. In Israel this man would have been a student or an interpreter of the Talmud. 

MILAZZO: Descendant of the man who came from the village of Milazzo. 

MILLET: Descendant of the one who was the flour merchant or miller. 

MINVIELLE: Descendant of the man from Minvielle or M,inviIle, in the Pyrenees. France. 

MIRE: Descendant of the doctor. Miret would be diminutive of Mire. He would have been from the north of France. 

MITTERAND: Derivative of Mittier- an ancient French measure for grain. 

MIXON: Descendant of one who came form Mixon, in Staffordshire, in England. Mixon is also a pet name for Michael. 

MOITY: A form of moitir. To be mute. 

MOLBERT: Descendant of Maubert who was a descendant of Amal the Great, the Visigoth leader from northern Spain. 

MONTAGU, MONTAIGL: Descendant of the man who came from the mountain peak, the Pyrenees Mountains, in France. 

MONTGOMEY: The counts of Mont-Gomerie of Normandy, France, played an important role in the conquest of England. The town and shire of Montgomery derived the name from the Earl of Mont-Gomerie. Thus, the Montgomerys of England were French by origin. 

MORAND: Descendant of the man whose hair was dark the brunet man. This family name probably originated' in the south of France, in the Pyrenees. This name is a derivative of More (Moor). 

MOREAU: Same meaning and origin as Morand, derivative of More (Moor). 

MORROW: Descendant of the one who lived near the moor. English. 

MORVANT: Descendant of the man of the sea, the sailor. The origin was probably in northern France, from the coast. 

MOUTON: Descendant of the man of the good disposition. 

MUSSO: Italian. Descendant of Giacomo (James). Musso is a pet for, of Giacomo. 

MYERS: Germanic. Descendant of the overseer, or head servant. 

N 

NAQUIN: This name, in ancient French, would have described a young man, a page. 

NAVARRE, NAVARRO: Descendant of the man who came from the plains of Navarre, the Basque country. 

NEUVILLE: This name is of Normandy origin and of an ancient fiefdom. The Neuville family operated a sawmill on lake Fausse Pointe during the Civil War. 

NOEL: This very popular family name relates to the birth of Christ and is known as Nadau and Nadel in the south of France. It is derived from the Latin, natalis. 

NORMAN: Descendant of the man who came from Normandy. The name is derived from the term "norsemen," or the men who came from the north, Scandinavia. 

NUGENT: Irish, but the origin must have been French. A Nogent went to England with William the Conqueror in 1066 and the offspring of these people went to Ireland at a later period. 

NUGIER: Descendant of the man who dwelled near the walnut tree or grove. 

O 

OLIVIER: A very popular family name in France, it is a symbol of peace. 

ORTEGO: Spanish. Descendant of the one who dwelled at the sign of the grouse. 

ORY: This name is derivative of Orval. It would also have been a place name in Oise, in France. 

OURSEAU: Derivative of ours (bear) and a very popular name among the early Christians in the Massif-Central and the Alps. 

OUSTALET: This name is a derivative of hostal, a city boarding house. The originator of this family name might have been an owner or a manager of such a place. 

OZENNE: Variations of this name are Ozanne and Ozane. The name originated in Normandy and is a derivative of Hosanna. 

P 

PALOMBO: Dweller at the sign of the ringneck dove. Italian.

PAPILLON: Papillon is a butterfly, meaning the ancestor  would have a physical lightness remindful of the butterfly. He might have been a dancer.  

PARET: Descendant of the one who lived near the enclosure wall; the man who dwelled in Pareto 

PARLANGES: Descendant of the man who lived in Parlanges, in Dauphine. 

PASTEUR: Descendant of the sheep herder. 

PATIN: Descendant of the man who either wore or sold a thick-soled type of shoe. 

PATOUT: No record in this form. This could have been Patou, a derivative of Paton, which is a form of patte (paw). 

PAVY: Derivation of Pavie, or descendant of the man who dwelled in the place called Pavie. There is also indication that the originator of the name fabricated shields. 

PELLEGRIN: Descendant of the man who made the pilgrimage; a form of Pellerin. These names are known as Romero in Spain and Hadj in Arabic countries. 

PELLERIN: Same meaning as Pellegrin. This family might have originated in the south of France. 

PELTIER: Descendant of the man who worked with or dealt with furs, a furrier. 

PERDUE: Descendant of the man who might have been lost and subsequently found, as a child. 

PERRIER: Descendant of the man who worked in the quarry; descendant of the man who came from Perrier in Vendee or Puy-de-Dome. 

PERRIN: A very popular name in France. It was derived from Pierre. 

PERRODIN: Could also have been known as Peraudin, a derivative of Pierre, and originally from Poitou. 

PERRON: A derivative of Pierre. Descendant of the man who dwelled in Perron in Manche or Aisne regions. 

PESSON: Descendant of the man who dwelled in the enclosure. 

PICARD: Descendant of the man who came from Picardy, in France. 

PILLET: This ancestor could have been 3 native of Pile, in France, or he could have been one who worked in mortar, a stonemason. 

PINCHON: Descendant of the one who loved to sing. 

PLAUCHE: This name could have been hanged from Planchet, diminutive of Planche, meaning the ancestor could have been a woodworker

PITRE: Two possible origins. There was a Pitre family in the Charente region of France in 1750. There is the fact also that a certain Peters went to Nova Scotia from Scotland in the Seventeenth Century. The ancient French for Pitre meant "courageous." 

POCHE: If this name is of French origin it might have been known as Pochet, denoting a man of small stature. 

POIRRIER: Descendant of the man who dwelled among the pear trees. 

PRADE: Descendant of the man who came from the plains, the meadow. 

PRADIER: Descendant of the man who owned the meadow. 

PRADOS: See Prade, Pradier. This is the Spanish version of the name. 

PRATT: Contraction of the Latin pratum (meadow). 

PREJEAN: Place name. Descendant of the one who came from Jean's meadow. 

PRINCE: Descendant of the man of principle. This name probably originated in Brittany. 

PRIOUX: Descendant of the pious one, the one who prays. Origin: central France. 

PROSPER: Descendant of Prosper, historian of the Fifth Century. 

PROVOST: Descendant of the officer of a monastery, or possibly a magistrate. Prevost is another form. 

PRUDHOMME: Very popular name in France. Descen- dant of the man of integrity. 

R 

RABALAIS: No record. This name could have been Robelet, a form of Robert. 

RABOT: Descendant of the woodworker. 

RACHON: Descendant of the one who lived near the ash tree in Gascony, France. 

RACHOU: Descendant of the man who lived near the oak tree in Gascony, France. 

RANDAZZO: Descendant of the one who came from Randazzo. Italian. 

RANSONET: This name would have described the young, ransomed boy. 

RAYMOND: Descendant of Raimbaud (consul, protec- tion). 

REAGAN: Irish. The grandson of little Riagan (little kIng).

REAL, REAUX: Descendant of the noble man. Could also have been a place name relating to a royal house- hold. 

REGARD: Descendant of the one who lived on the place with the beautiful view. 

RESWEBER: Descendant of the one who fabricated baskets of straw, from Alsace-Lorraine. 

RIBAUD: Descendant of the strong, audacious one. 

RICHARD: Very popular name in France. Means "power" in Germanic origin. Derivations include Ricard, Richaud, Richardeau, Chardin and Cardin. 

RIDEAU: Descendant of the one who came from the scarred, uneven terrain. 

RIGGS: Scotch. Descendant of the one who dwelled on the ridge. 

RIGNAULT: Derivative of Renaud or Renard, the fox. Fox and bear were popular formative elements for early family names. 

RIVET: Descendant of the man who dwelled on the bank of the stream. 

RIZZO, RIZITTO: Italian. Descendant of the man of the curly hair. 

ROBICHAUX: The name originally could have been Robichon. This name is known as Robichaud in Canada. The change could have been made from Robichon to Robichaud in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick in the Seventeenth Century and later to Robichaux in Louisiana. 

ROCHON: Descendant of the one who dwelled near the rock or boulder in Poitou, France. 

RODRIGUE: Descendant of the son of Rodrigo. The name is of Spanish origin. 

ROMERO: Descendant of the Spaniard who made the pilgrimage to Rome. 

ROSIER: Descendant of the man who cultivated roses. Too, this ancestor could have been a native of Rosier, a place in France. 

ROTHSCHILD: Descendant of the man who carried the red shield. This family name is of Germanic origin. 

ROUGEAU: Descendant of the red-haired man, or the one of the ruddy complexion. 

ROY: Descendant of the one who was probably associated with a royal household. 

RUPPERT: Descendant of Rupert, a derivative of Robert. This name is of English origin. 

RUSSO, ROUSSEAU: Italian and French origins. respectively, and the name denotes a descriptive value ot- the ancestor of red countenance. 

S 

ST. AMANT: This family name would have been known as St. Amand, of southwestern France origin. 

SAIA: Italian. Descendant of Saia, derivative of Isaia. The Qriginator of the name might have been one who wove cloth or one who made and sold (or wore) doublets. 

SALLES: Descendant of the one who lived in the large rural house with the reception hall. 

SANDOZ: Descendant of the "trusting man" whose family probably originated in Switzerland, where the ancient name might have been Sandolz. 

SAUCIER: Descendant of the chief cook. The name is a derivative of sauce. 

SAVOY: Descendant of one who came from Savoie, France. 

SCHROEDER: Descendant of one who made garments, a tailor. German. 

SCHWARTZ: Descendant of the dark-complexioned man. German origin. 

SCHWING: Descendant of one who came from Schwinge or Schwingen, in Germany. 

SEGURA: If of French origin (Pyrenees Mountains) there is an acute accent on the "e" and the name means the originator was a positive-thinking man. There is also the Spanish Segura of the same meaning. The name also means "secure or sure" in both instances. 

SEGUR: This name has the acute accent on the "e", and has the same meaning as Segura. 

SHAW: Descendant of the man who dwells in or near the woods. The name is Scotch-English. 

SHEA: Irish. Descendant of the grandson of Seaghdha. 

SIEBER: Germanic. Descendant of the one who made and sold sieves. 

SIGUE: No record in this form. There were similar names such as Sieg, Sig and Sigg which, of Germanic meaning, meant "victory." 

SIMON: Very common family name in France. The family was named for St. Simon, First Century martyr. 

SIMONEAU: Originated in Poitou. This name is a derivative of Simon. 

SONNIER: Descendant of the bell ringer. Perigord area, France. 

SPURRIER: Descendant of one who made spurs. English. 

STAGG: Descendant of one who dwelled at the sign of the stag. English. 

STOYALL: An Englishman whose ancestors canle from Esteville, France. 

STRAUSS: Germanic. Descendant of one who dwelled at the sign of the ostrich; one who lived near shrubbery. 

SUIRE: Descendant of the one who was the shoemaker. 

T

TASSIN: Descendant of the one who fabricated purses. Derived from tasse, which indicated the purse would have been shaped like a cup. 

TATE: English. Descendant of the one who had a large head, of a cheerful person, of the one who lived on the hill. 

T AUZIN: Descendant of the family named for the mid. get oak tree of southwestern France. 

THERIOT: Derivative of Thierry. This family name is known as Theriault in Queb«. Canada. 

THEVENET: Descendant of Etienne. Thevenet is one of more than a score of derivatives of Etienne. 

THIBAUDEAU: This name in this form probably originatedin the Poitoll region of France. The name was known as Thepaud in Brittany. France. It was derived from Thibaud. 

THOMAS: If of French origin it was widely used throughout France. Both French and Welsh names of Thomas were derived from St. Thomas, "twin" in Hebrew. 

TOCHE: Descendant of the one who dwelled in the grove of trees. This name relates also to "wooden vase." 

TOLLIVER: Derived from TalJiaferro (Italian). Would have been dlanged to Tolliver in America. Descendant of the one who worked with iron. 

TOUCHET: Descendant of one who dwelled in the small grove of trees. 

TOUPS: Germanic. This name might have been derived from Dups, one of a large group of Germans who arrived in Louisiana in 1718. 

TRAHAN: Descendant of the one who is a silk weaver. The name would have been Trahand. 

TRAUTMAN: Descendant of the man of good character of Alsace, Lorraine. 

TRICHE: The name would have been Trischl and this ancestor would have been one of the Germans who arrived with the group who settled near New Orleans in the early 1700s. 

TROSCLAIR: The name would have been Troxler, another member of the group of Germans who settled near New Orleans. 

TROTTER: Descendant of the one who acted as a runner or messenger. 

TULLIER: Descendant of one who worked in tile, or a tile maker. 

U 

URSO: Italian. Descendant of the one who dwelled at the sign of the bear. 

UZE: This would have been a nickname referring to the word "used," or the name could have been Uzay, a place name. 

V 

VACCARO: Italian. Descendant of the one who tended cows (cowboy). 

VACHERIE: Descendant of the one who operated the dairy. Would have originated in Normandy and Picardy. 

VALCOURT: Descendant of the one who owned the valley. 

VALETTE: Derivative of val, the valley. Therefore, the ancestor lived in the small valley. 

VALLOT: Descendant of the one who dwelled in the dale. 

VEILLON: Descendant of the one who was a sentinel. 

VENABLE: Descendant of one who came from Venables or Vignoles, in France. 

VERON: This name originated in northern France and is a derivative of St. Veronus. 

VERRET: Descendant of the one who worked with glass, a vitrier. Too, he could have been the ancestor who dwelled in Verrey, on the southern coast of France. 

VIDAL: A popular family name in Normandy, it was derived from St. Vitalis. 

VIDRINE: This name was changed in America from Vedrine, a place name in France. 

VILLARD: Descendant of the one who dwelled in the villa. This name probably originated in the south of France. 

VINCENT: This ancestor's name is a derivative of St. Vincent (victorious). 

VOORHIES: Or, Voorhees. Dutch. Descendant of the one who dwelled near Hees, one of several places in the Netherlands. 

VUILLEMOT: This name probably originated in Franche-Comte and is derived from Guillaume (William). 

W 

WALLACE: Scotch. Descendant of the man who came from Wales. 

WATTIGNY: Descendant of the man who lived in Wattigny, southeast of Tours. 

WEBER: Germanic. Descendant of the one who weaves cloth. 

WEEKS: English. Descendant of the one who lived on the dairy farm, or the one who came from Week (dairy farm). 

WOMACK: English. Descendant of the one 'who dwelled near the hollow oak tree, or near the crooked oak tree. 

WORMSER: Germanic. Descendant-'"of the man who came from Worms (the high plain), in Germany. 

WRIGHT: English. Descendant of the man who worked with wood, a carpente:-. 

WYCHE: English. Derivative of Wich or Wiche. Descendant of the one who dwelled near the elm tree or near the salt spring. 

Copied from an old ditto found in Gerry Doyle’s history classroom files. Painstakingly scanned and cleaned up for use at www.Louisiana101.com Original material Copyright 1983, ACADIANA PROFI LE Magazine


