Contact Information: 

· Greg English, Oak Park Middle greg.english@cpsb.org 
Title: Meet T-Flat Boudreaux
Primary Subject Area: Louisiana History 

Grade Level:  7

Overview: This lesson is based in part off of the highly successful Elementary Flat Stanley idea. During the course of this lesson the students will create a unique T-Flat Boudreaux cutout and the research middle school around the parish to send him to.  Every student team will select a parish, find a school in that parish, write a letter of explanation, a letter about us, address and send T-Flat on his way. They will then post results as T-Flat returns.
Approximate Duration: 2 class periods (90 minutes each) 
Louisiana Framework

· Foundation Skills: 

Communication, Problem Solving, Resource Access and Utilization, Citizenship

· Strands and Content Standards:

Geography: Physical and Cultural Systems: Students develop a spatial understanding of Earth's surface and the processes that shape it, the connections between people and places, and the relationship between man and his environment.
· Benchmarks:

	G-1A-M1   
	identifying and describing the characteristics, functions, and applications of various types of maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies;  

	G-1A-M3   
	organizing and displaying information about the location of geographic features and places by using mental mapping skills;  

	G-1B-M4   
	describing and explaining how personal interests, culture, and technology affect people’s perceptions and uses of places and regions;  


Technology Strategies

· Technology Guidelines: 
1. Technology Communication Tools  

2. 
Technology Productivity Tools  

3. Technology Research Tools  

· Performance Indicators:
D. Demonstrate the operations of a computer (e.g., touch-keyboarding skills, save, organize and back-up files) and other peripheral devices (scanner, digital and video cameras, VCR, laser disc player) at an intermediate level. (6) 

E. Use information, media, and technology in a responsible manner which includes following the school’s acceptable use policy, adhering to copyright laws, respecting the rights of others, and employing proper etiquette in all forms of communication. (4, 5)

G.  Use multimedia tools and desktop publishing to develop and present computer-generated projects for directed and independent learning activities. (1,3)

J. Understand Internet concepts (e.g., website, hypertext link, bookmarks, URL addresses) and apply intermediate online searching techniques (e.g., employ keyword, phrases, and Boolean Operators). (1,4)

N. Determine when technology is useful and select the appropriate tool(s) and technology resources to address a variety of tasks and problems. (2)
Interdisciplinary Connections:

English Language Arts

Standard One: Students read, comprehend, and respond to a range of materials, using a variety of strategies for different purposes.

Standard Two: Students write competently for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Standard Five: Students locate, select, and synthesize information from a variety of texts, media, references, and technological sources to acquire and communicate knowledge.

Art

Creative Expression: Students develop creatively through the application of knowledge, ideas, skills, and organizational abilities.

Objectives: The Student will

A. Investigate Louisiana’s 64 parishes

B. Investigate current Louisiana middle school; find appropriate schools

C. Locate Louisiana history teacher, school address, and other contact information

D. Create their version of T-Flat Boudreaux using the template provided

E. Have T-Flat laminated

F. Write an introductory letter to the history teacher they are sending T-Flat to.

G. Type their letter, proof it, spell check and grammar check

H. Put together a package as per template about Oak Park including school history

I. Address two large envelopes to the teacher and school T-Flat is going to.

J. Have all materials checked a final time, insert into envelope

K. Turn in to be mailed

Materials:

T-Flat Bourdeaux template, introductory letter template, school information template, pencil colors, laminating machine (library), Meet T-Flat Boudreaux Rubric, computer(s) set at Trackstar.hprtec.org site, large blank Louisiana parish map, packaging checklist, area brochures, T-Flat pencils and Lagniappe for packages. 

Technology Connection:

· Software:  Microsoft Word 
· Web Sites:

TrackStar Parish and School Information: (ID#124769) 

http://trackstar.hprtec.org/
Templates: http://www.louisiana101.com/t_flat.html
· Hardware: computer with Internet access, presentation station/scan converter (TV and computer connected to each other), printer, digital camera
Background Information: The students should have a basic knowledge of common Louisiana geography and parishes.  They should have a basic idea of what information they might receive from various schools. This lesson is based in part on the story of Flat Stanley, which can be found at: http://flatstanley.enoreo.on.ca/index.htm
Lesson Procedures:

Before starting

· Figure computer usage i.e. three computers and six groups equal half a class period per group
Introduce the lesson

· Using samples and WebPages from Flat Stanley, explain about the character T-Flat Boudreaux.

· What parishes would the kids want to send him?
· What might they learn?
· How many would they get back?
Build Knowledge Base

· How many students have attended schools in other parishes?

· How many students have been to other parishes?

· Which ones would they want to go to?
Opening directions

· Give general directions using instruction ditto

· Answer questions

· Divide students into groups of 3-4
Exploration

Activity 1:  Select a parish
· Discuss among team what parish you want to learn about

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 124769 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_text.php3?track_id=124769&nocache=195867077)

· Select between 2 and 4 possible ideas for T-Flat’s travel

· Check map in front of room for available parishes

· Select and place sticker dot and class # and table # to claim your parish
Activity 2:  Select school
· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 124769 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_text.php3?track_id=124769&nocache=195867077)

· Once you have your school chosen, place post-it note on large parish map with school name & address

· If possible, locate teacher’s name that you are mailing T-Flat to (La History teacher)
Activity 3: Get T-Flat Dressed

· Use T-Flat templates, all members of team will do one 
(extras at http://www.louisiana101.com/ t_flat_boudreaux_template.doc)
· After completing T-Flat the class will vote on the one that best represents the school 

· Photograph selected T-Flats

· Take to be laminated (teacher)
Activity 4: Introductory Letter

· Follow the letter Template (extras at http://www.louisiana101.com/t_flat.html )
· Each member of the team must write a rough draft of your letter explaining what your team would like to know

· Do not copy letter word for word

· Exchange letters, proof, correct spelling

· Get input from McNeese Student observers, student teachers about letter
· Select the best-written letter or combine best parts from each letter.
· Create a hand written final draft, turn in all other drafts to be checked
Activity 5: Final Letter

· Use classroom computer to write final draft

· Spell check, proof read, have checked by McNeese student observers

· Copy letter to disk provided. Save As: “letter_class#_table#

· Print out copy to turn in to be checked for grade
Activity 6: Prepare an OPMS info package

· Follow the letter Template (extras at http://www.louisiana101.com/t_flat.html )
· Each member of the team must write a rough draft of a letter telling about Oak Park, Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, and Southwest Louisiana

· Be sure to include school web address and Louisiana101 web address about project

· Exchange letters, proof, correct spelling

· Get input from McNeese Student observers, student teachers about letter
· Select the best-written letter or combine best parts from each letter.
· Create a hand written final draft, turn in all other drafts to be checked
Activity 7: All About Us

· Use classroom computer to write final draft

· Spell check, proof read, have checked by McNeese student observers

· Copy letter to disk provided. Save As: “info_class#_table#

· Print out copy to turn in to be checked for grade
Activity 8: Pack Up

· Use packing checklist
· Label return envelope with school and class number as per directions. Stamp envelope, and fold in half
· Label outside envelope as per directions with TO and FROM addresses
· Enclose all items on check list: Return envelope, SW La tourist info, LC tourist info, Introduction letter, About Us letter, and T-Flat Boudreaux
· DO NOT SEAL ENVELOPE
· Turn in to be checked
Activity 9: For students who finish early

· Re-search your selected parish for information and clipart or photos
· Save pictures and info onto your team’s disk, record web address
· Go back to (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_text.php3?track_id=124769&nocache=195867077) 
· Select Parish Trading Card template
· Change TITLE to name of your parish
· Add general information about your parish in space under title
· Add clipart or photos to ‘back’ side of card, add web address of parish information
· Save to your disk for extra credit.
Activity 10: Post activities

· As T-Flats return to school, post results of poster in class and on webpage.
· Edit any information sent back to post on website.
Reproducible Materials: 

T-Flat Boudreaux paper doll, T-Flat letter sample, T-Flat school info sample, Trackstar ditto
Assessment Procedures:  

Finished products produced by team (Letters, T-Flat Paper Doll, Envelopes, and research along with daily classroom work record)   

Exploration and Extension:  

Project will extend over several weeks depending on rate of return from schools mailed to. All teams time to read their mail and report on their T-Flat Boudreaux’s findings to class as returned envelopes arrive. Have students post small “flags”, stickers, or color in parishes that return information.

Resources and Links:

Louisiana Information ideas and links:

http://www.louisiana101.com
Rubric software

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
TrackStar Links

http://www.hprtec.org/
Teachers Helping Teachers

http://www.pacificnet.net/~mandel/
TeAch-nology

http://www.teach-nology.com/

Flat Stanley

http://flatstanley.enoreo.on.ca/index.htm
An online copy of this lesson can be found at: http://www.louisiana101.com/t_flat.html
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