The Making of a Legend

A Louisiana History Creative Writing Assignment

All throughout Louisiana’s history stories have been told about how things came to be, how life was long ago, and about family’s heritage and history. Some stories are fanciful, some sad, some have a lot of truth and other you can barely find any truth at all. Students will create their own legend about a natural feature of the state.

The early Louisiana Native Americans observed things in their world such as Spanish Moss that lived in trees yet didn’t seem to hurt the tree, terrible winds and storms that appeared out of nowhere, fog, the sun disappearing in the middle of the day. They created stories to explain these. Today many of these stories have finally been published so that they won’t get lost forever."

Directions: Each student will create a short story based on a selected Louisiana natural resource. Day one will be a reading of examples and a selecting a natural resource. On the first day you will begin writing a rough draft.  On day two you will select someone at your table to peer edit/proofread your story. By the end of class you must have a rough draft that has been edited, marked, and have been initialed by the student who proofread it. Then get the teacher’s initials before you begin writing your first rewrite draft. That draft will then be proofread and initialed by student and teacher. You will turn in first and second proof at the end of the hour. On day three you will write your final draft. Selected stories will be submitted for publication on the web and/or in the school newspaper.

Step 1 – Select one of Louisiana’s natural features (Driskill Mt., Red River, Cypress, alligator, sugarcane)

Step 2 – Pre-write a rough draft of how you ‘believe’ your chosen feature came to be. (250-300 words)

Step 3 – Edit your work, then have a peer proof read and edit (be sure they initial your paper) then have teacher initial it.

Step 4 – Neatly rewrite your story checking for correct grammar, spelling, and word count

Step 5 – Have two different peers proof read (& initial) and critique pre-final copy then have teacher initial it.

Step 6 – Write final copy in BLACK INK following rubric guidelines

Step 7 – If you finish story, have it checked by teacher, the type story into a Microsoft word document. Spell and grammar check.

Step 8 – Save story, print out copy, have proofed by final peer (different than previous), and turn in for grade


Steps seven and eight may have to be done on your own time and/or computer
