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Even though the United States considered the Louisiana Purchase to
include all of Louisiana, Spain still claimed West Florida and the Sabine River
area in 1810. This area had once been the province of French Louisiana.

The people of the Florida parishes - those parishes north of Lake Ponchartrain
and east of the Mississippi River - revolted against Spain and organized an
independent republic with its own flag. In September of 1810, a troop of dragoons
under Major Isaac Johnson captured Fort Baton Rouge. By December 1810, the
republic became part of the new Territory of Orleans.

The flag, called the West Florida Lone Star Flag, later became the "Bonnie
Blue Flag" of the Confederacy fifty years later. The Confederate government
never did adopt this flag but the Southern people did. It served as a state or
rebellion flag for five different Southern states at one time or another.

The flag has a dark royal blue field with a single white star in the center.
It also served as the Republic of Texas flag, Dec. 10, 1836 to Jan. 25, 1839 and
the 'unofficial' Republic of Mississippi flag, Jan. 6 - 26,1861. The flag was
popularized in the song "Bonnie Blue Flag" by Harry Macarthy first played in New
Orleans.




