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INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC OF LA. 1861

Theflag of the "free, sovereign, and independent" state of Louisiana was the
state's next flag. This flag symbolized Louisiana after it seceded from the Union
on January 26, 1861. On February 11, 1861, the secession convention adopted
anew flag - The Independent Flag of Louisiana and turned away from the Pelican
Flag that was used as the convention opened. The new flag flew for just six weeks
before the young republic joined the Confederacy.

The new flag had a single pale yellow star against a red background which
symbolized the Spanish ownership of Louisiana. The ground was crossed by
thirteen bars of blue, white, and red representing Louisiana's mother country -
France. Finally, the five pointed star represented a new and independent State of
Louisiana.

Similar flags flew for short periods of time over Florida and Texas as they
seceded from the Union.





