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CONFEDERATE STARS & BARS 1861-65

When the independent state of Louisiana joined the other Southern states in the
Confederate States of America, the new Louisiana flag became the Stars and Bars of
the Confederacy (adopted March 4, 1861). However, it looked too much like the United
States flag. The Confederacy made things even more confusing by adopting two other
"official" flags.

Also used were the Confederate battle flag (a takeoff of the St. Andrews Cross
of Scotland), a blue diagonal cross with white stars on a field of red. This flag was
designed by William Miles and first used in battle by P.G.T. Beauregard. It helped avoid
the confusion. InMay of 1863 the Stars and Bars was changed tothe "Stainless Banner"
using the battle flag in the upper left comer of a white field but when unfurled, it looked
like a flag of truce. This flag flew as the official Confederate flag from May 1, 1863 to
March 4, 1865.

Tocorrectthe 'flag of truce' problem, ared bar down the right side was then added.
Ironically, this was the flag that the Confederates surrendered under.

The other flag was the "Bonnie Blue Flag" of the brief-lived West Florida Repubilic,
which became a sentimental favorite of the Louisiana Confederacy.
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