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Louisiana History
TITLE: Parish Populations
AUTHOR: Debra S. Lee 
GRADE LEVEL/SUBJECT: 8th grade Louisiana History
CURRICULUM STANDARD: Social Studies: G-1C-M2, H-1D-M5 & 6; Math; D-1-M, D-2-M, P-2-M; English/Lang. Arts; ELA-2-M4, ELA-5-M1, M2, M3, M4, ELS-S-M6
OVERVIEW: The students will use the Internet to research the population figures of Louisiana parishes within given regions for the years 1992 and 1994 in order to create a bar graph representative of change. Time Frame: depends on availability of equipment and student familiarity.
PURPOSE: To familiarize students with the Internet, research, and reasoning skills to determine population figures and changes from 1992-1994 to complete student handout and create a bar graph. 
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to:
1. Use Internet Explorer to connect to Info Louisiana. 

2. Develop research skills using technology. 

3. Develop an understanding of creating and using bar graphs to interpret information. 

4. Create a spreadsheet and bar graph. 

5. Discuss how the population affects the economy, government, education, culture, etc. 

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:
TSW need: classroom computer or computer lab, pencil, paper, student handout.
TTW need: classroom computer or computer lab, Internet Explorer, handouts, possible answers to questions on handouts, sample bar graph, MS Works or Word.
Internet addresses: http://www.state.la.us/
E-mail addresses:
ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:
1. Introduce lesson as a comparison of populations in several Louisiana parishes. Compare the increase or decrease of the 8th grade class within the past few months or years. 
2. Divide the class into cooperative learning groups. (As part of a 6 week long parish unit, I divided the class into 5 cooperative groups based on the 5 regions within the state: Sportsman’s Paradise, Crossroads, Plantation Country, Cajun Country, & Greater New Orleans. The groups then identified the parishes within their region and divided the parishes accordingly.) 
3. Distribute student handout (see example). Instruct the students to write the names of their assigned parishes in the appropriate column. These are the parishes that they will research populations for. 

4. Use Internet Explorer to connect to Info Louisiana, (address maybe created as a shortcut to the Desktop for convenience or teacher may instruct students to open location from the toolbar and type in: http://www.state.la.us/ 

5. Click on Learn about Louisiana. 

6. Click on Demographic and Census Information. 

7. Click on Parish and Place Information. 

8. Click on Current Estimates. 

9. Click on Louisiana Resident Population by Parish for 1992 and 1994 to complete handout and information for spreadsheet/bar graph. 

10. Instruct groups to discuss information gathered. They will compile their data for the region. 
11. Allow each student to enter their data into a spreadsheet in order to create bar graph of their region’s population for the years given. 

12. Students should be familiar with using spreadsheets. Students could create a bar graph using color pencils and paper if this skill if needed. 

13. Display bar graphs and share information in a classroom discussion format. 

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:
Discuss how the population affects the economy, government (House of Representatives), education, culture, etc.
EVALUATION:
1. Student Handout 

2. Student discussion on population changes. 

3. Student bar graphs. 

4. Use of equipment and programs. (Teacher Observation) 

5. Works Cooperatively (Teacher Observation) 

MODIFICATIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES:
Students not proficient in computer skills (Internet, bar graphs, spreadsheets etc.) may require more teacher instruction in order to complete lesson. Extended Time, Group Work, Peer Tutoring
Student Created Charts
The students listed below each chart gathered all the information needed to complete the chart by using the Internet. They also created the charts.

Cajun Country 1:By Josh 
[image: image1.png]120000
100000
80000
60000
40000
20000

CAJUN COUNTRY 2

ALLEN

ASSUMPTION

IBERIA  LAFOURCHE

o2 I 1994

ST.MARY

TERREBONE





Cajun Country 2:By T.J. Evans.
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Cajun Country 3:By Brandon 
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Plantation Country 1:By Joshua 
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Plantation Country 2: By Aaron 
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Plantation Country 3: By Desmond 
View more charts.
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