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Your job is to give the audience information and
keep the play moving. Please read your lines
loudly and clearly. When you are introduced,
please read the following sentences to the
audience.

1 am the narrator of this play. My job is to give
the audience information that they won’t hear
from the characters.

Thomas Jefferson

You are the third president of the United States.
You are smart and respected by the citizens of
your country. When you are introduced, please
read the following sentences to the audience.

I am Thomas Jefferson. Iwrote the Declaration
of Independence. In 1801, I became president of
the United States.

Robert Livingston

You served in the Continental Congress and
helped Jefferson draft the Declaration of
Independence. You are smart and have skills as
a diplomat. You are also deaf. When you are
introduced, please read the following sentences
to the audience.

I am Robert Livingston. I have worked with
President Jefferson and he appointed me
Minister to France.

King Charles IV

You are the King of Spain. You agreed to a
treaty that gave the Louisiana Territory back to
France. When you are introduced, please read
the following sentences to the audience.

I.am King Charles IV of Spain. Iam not very
interested in political matters, but my wife is. I
supported her decision to transfer the Louisiana
Territory back to France.

Charles Talleyrand

You are Napoleon’s Minister of Foreign Affairs.
You are very clever. People know that you do
not respect Americans and that you have lied in
the past. When you are introduced, please read
the following sentences to the audience.

Tam Charles Talleyrand, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs in France. Iam clever, but not very
honest. I have lied and accepted bribes.

James Madison

You are the Secretary of State. You are a
statesman and friend to the president. You are
smart and wary. When you are introduced,
please read the following sentences to the
audience.

I am James Madison, the Secretary of State. I
have the same political beliefs as President
Jefferson and I hope that the United States can
buy New Orleans.
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(Na'po-lay'own BOW’-na-part)

You are a military leader who became the ruler
of France. You are very ambitious. You want to
conquer the world. You do not always live up to
the treaties that you sign. When you are
introduced, please read the following sentences
to the audience.

1 am Napoleon Bonaparte, I am the ruler of
France. Iam very powerful and want to rule the
world.

Juan Ventura Morales
(Wan Venn'TOUR-ah Mo-RAH-lace)

You are the Spanish administrator of New
Orleans. You are upset with the Americans who
travel on the Mississippi and use the port of New
Orleans at no charge. When you are introduced,
please read the following sentences to the
audience.

I'am Juan Ventura Morales. The King of Spain
made me the director of the Spanish port of New
Orleans.

American Newspaper Editor

You edit a newspaper in the United States.
Newspapers provide information for citizens.
When the port of New Orleans is closed, you get
very upset. You write many articles about the
problem. When you are introduced, please read
the following sentences to the audience.

T'am an American Newspaper Editor. My
newspaper helps keep people in the United States
informed about problems and events.

Eastern American Citizen

You live in the eastern part of the United States.
Your business is shipping, and you trade with
New Orleans. When you are introduced, please
read the following sentences to the audience.

T am a citizen of the United States. 1 live in the
eastern part of the country. My business is
shipping. I trade by shipping goods through
New Orleans.

Western American Citizen

You live in the Western part of the United States.
You raise crops and send them down the
Mississippi River to New Orleans to be sold and
shipped to other places. When you are
introduced, read the following sentences to the
audience.

Iam a citizen of the United States. 1live in the
western part of the country. I raise crops. I trade
my crops for other goods by sending them down
the Mississippi River to New Orleans where they
are sold and shipped to other places.

James Monroe
President Jefferson appointed you Envoy
Extraordinary to France. You go to France to
join Robert Livingston. Your goal is to make
sure that Americans have access to the
Mississippi River and New Orleans. When you
are introduced, read the following sentences to
the audience.

I am James Monroe. President Jefferson
appointed me as Envoy Extraordinary to France.
T will go to France to make sure that Americans
have access to the Mississippi River and the port
of New Orleans.
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(Deh'NIECE De:CRAY)

You are the French Minister of the Navy. You
know a lot about America, so Napoleon asks
your advice. When you are introduced, read the
following sentences to the audience.

I am Denis Decrés. Iam the French Minister of
Navy. I'was in the United States during the
Revolutionary War.

Francois de Barbé-Marbois
(FRAN-swah de Bar-BAY- Mar-BWAH)

You are the French Minister of Finance. You
know a lot about America so Napoleon asks your
advice. When you are introduced, read the
following sentences to the audience.

T am Francois de Barbé-Marbois . Iam the
French Minister of Finance. Ilived in
Philadelphia as a representative of the French
government.

United States Senator

You are a senator representing a state in the
United States. Your job is to present the
concerns and issues that affect the citizens in
your state. People in your state trade goods with
others by shipping the goods to New Orleans.
They are very angry that the port has been
closed. When you are introduced, read the
following sentences to the audience.

Iam a United States Senator. I represent the
citizens in my state.





Cut out above squares and give appropriate card to each ‘actor’ in the play. When they come to their lines the first time have them read what is on their card before reading their lines.
The Louisiana Purchase 

A 3-Act Play

Act 1 
Narrator: The new President, Thomas Jefferson, has learned that a secret treaty was signed between France and Spain. This treaty returns the Louisiana Territory to France. President Jefferson is very concerned and wants to know if this is true. He has a meeting with his old friend, Robert Livingston. 

President Jefferson: Robert, today I heard a rumor about a treaty between France and Spain that returns the Louisiana Territory to France. Napoleon has tried to keep the treaty a secret. We must learn whether this rumor is true. 

Robert Livingston: Mr. President, what can I do to help? 

President Jefferson: I would like you to go to France as our minister. Your mission is to discourage the French from getting Louisiana. 

Robert Livingston: Mr. President, I would be happy to act on behalf of my country. 

Narrator: Robert Livingston and his family sailed to France. The trip 8 took one month. When he arrived and was settled, he met with Charles Talleyrand, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Robert Livingston: Mr. Talleyrand, President Jefferson sent me. He heard that France has signed a treaty with Spain, giving the Louisiana Territory to France. Is this true? 

Charles Talleyrand: No, Mr. Livingston, it is not true. Such a treaty has not been signed. 

Robert Livingston: I must tell you that it would not be good for the United States if France took over the Louisiana Territory. 

Charles Talleyrand: As I have said, we have not signed such a treaty. 

Narrator: The next day, Livingston had the opportunity to meet Napoleon Bonaparte, the leader of France. However, he did not have a chance to speak with Bonaparte about the Louisiana Territory. The meeting was a social event with many others present. For months, Talleyrand continued to deny the treaty. Livingston was very frustrated. Finally, Livingston learned something and wrote to James Madison, the U.S. Secretary of State. Madison discussed the letter with President Jefferson. 

James Madison: President Jefferson, I received a letter from Robert Livingston. He says that the French have sent troops that will land first in Santo Domingo and then come to New Orleans. Livingston says that the French want to have a role in the politics of the western lands. 

President Jefferson: James, I am very concerned to learn that French troops will occupy land that borders ours. I am worried about whether they will let us travel on the Mississippi and use the port of New Orleans. I must respond to Livingston. 

Narrator: Jefferson wrote to Livingston about his concerns. He told Livingston that trouble could be avoided if the French would give New Orleans and the Floridas to the United States. He said that if the French took possession of New Orleans, it would force the United States to become a friend to Great Britain, France's enemy. 

James Madison: (knocks on door to speak with President Jefferson) 

Mr. President, today we received a letter from Rufus King, our minister to England. He confirms that Spain transferred the Louisiana Territory to France. He has included a copy of the Treaty of San Ildefonso (ill day FON so). 

President Jefferson: James, this is truly a crisis. Please write to Livingston. Tell him that we know the treaty has been signed and that we are very upset. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. President 

Narrator: Madison wrote to Livingston. He told Livingston that French Louisiana would be a disaster for the United States. He asked Livingston to find out what price the French would want for New Orleans and the Floridas. He did not give Livingston the authority to purchase the land. When Livingston received the letter, he met with the French. 

Livingston: Mr. Bonaparte and Mr. Talleyrand, I have received a letter from Washington. We ask that you give New Orleans and the Floridas to the United States. In return, we promise to make the port of New Orleans duty-free for French ships and products. That means you won't pay any taxes to use the port or ship your goods to the United States. 

Napoleon: We do not agree to these terms. 

Act 2 

Narrator: Napoleon wanted an empire in North America. He was fighting a battle in Santo Domingo. His troops were losing the fight and were dying of yellow fever. Meanwhile in New Orleans, Juan Ventura Morales, the Spanish administrator wrote a letter to King Charles IV of Spain. In his letter, Morales complained that the Americans were using the Spanish port of New Orleans free of charge. He also complained that the Americans were smuggling Spanish gold and silver coins out of New Orleans and into the United States. 

King Charles IV: This day in July 1802, I have received a letter from Juan Ventura Morales about the actions of the Americans in the port of New Orleans. I am sending a decree to Morales instructing him to close the port to the United States. 

Narrator: The King's decree arrived in New Orleans in October 1802. The Spanish signed the Treaty of San Ildefonso in 1800. The treaty promised to give the Louisiana Territory to the French. However, it wasn't until October 15, 1802, that King Charles IV of Spain signed a document that officially transferred Louisiana to France. On October 16, 1802 Morales closed the port. 

Juan Ventura Morales: On behalf of his majesty, King Charles IV of Spain, I decree that the port of the New Orleans is closed to the United States. Americans cannot store cargo in New Orleans warehouses. 

Narrator: Closure of New Orleans to Americans caused uproar in the United States. 

American Newspaper Editor: Storing our products in warehouses in New Orleans is an important part of shipping our goods to Europe and receiving goods from Europe. 

Western American Citizen: This is an outrage! How can we provide for our families if we can't sell our products? The President should DO something. 

American Senator: We must do something to protect the welfare of our citizens. The United States must have access to the Mississippi River and the port of New Orleans. 

Eastern American Citizen: Our shipping industry trade depends on the port of New Orleans. We must safeguard our interests. 

Narrator: Meanwhile in Washington, D. C. 

President Jefferson: James, this is the most serious crisis our country has faced since the Revolution. We must do something to secure New Orleans for the United States. But we can't go to war. We must have peace. I plan to write to James Monroe and ask him to become Envoy Extraordinary to France and to join Livingston there. The Mississippi River and New Orleans are critical to commerce in our country. 

James Madison: President Jefferson, this is a good idea. Westerners like James Monroe. He favors free navigation on the Mississippi, and he owns land in Kentucky. He is also liked in the East. People believe that he is a well-qualified diplomat. He has served in Congress, as the governor of Virginia, and as Minister to France. He also fought with Washington at Valley Forge. 

Narrator: President Jefferson wrote to Monroe. 

James Monroe: (Speaking with James Madison) I received the President's request. This is a difficult job for me to accept. I have debts to pay. If I take this job, I must give up my law practice. The salary that the government will pay is small. However, as a patriot, I feel obligated to serve my country. So I agree. 

Narrator: In 1803, Monroe met with President Jefferson. 

President Jefferson: James, I have many instructions for you. The first thing that I want you to do is offer 50 million livres (LEAVE ruh) ($9,375,000) to buy New Orleans and the Floridas. 

James Monroe: Mr. President, what if Napoleon refuses this offer? 

President Jefferson: If he refuses, then try to purchase just New Orleans. 
James Monroe: And if he still refuses? 

President Jefferson: Then insist that France allow Americans the right to navigate the Mississippi along its entire length and to store goods in New Orleans. 

James Monroe: I am willing to ask for each of these concessions as needed. 

However, what do you wish me to do if Napoleon refuses even my last request? 

President Jefferson: If negotiations with France fail, I want you to go to England and partner with the British so that they will aid us and we can take Louisiana from the French. First, I want you to work for peace, but if peace isn't possible, then we will go to war. 

Act 3 

Narrator: James Monroe left for France. It was the spring of 1803. Napoleon's troops had suffered defeat in Santo Domingo. He planned to send troops directly to New Orleans, but there was a threat of war with England. 

Napoleon: (Speaking to himself) Ifl send the ships and troops to New Orleans, I won't have enough troops and ships available to fight the British. I've already lost my colony in Santo Domingo. Perhaps I should sell Louisiana to the United States. I can use the money to wage war in Europe and the Mideast and make my empire larger. 

Narrator: When Napoleon's brothers, Joseph and Lucien learned that Napoleon planned to sell Louisiana they were upset. They rushed to speak with him. The brothers argued. Napoleon arranged a meeting with the French minister of the navy, Denis Decres, and the Minister of Finance, Francois de Barbe- Marbois, to discuss the matter. 

Napoleon: I am thinking about selling Louisiana to the United States. I do not think that we can keep the colony as part of France. The British are already in Canada. If they try to take Louisiana, we will not be able to fight them. If we sell the land to the United States, the United States will become very powerful- perhaps, more powerful than our hated enemy, England. 

Decres: Sir, I disagree with your plan. The port of New Orleans is very valuable. It may, in the future, be the most valuable port in the world. France should not give up the right to its colony of Louisiana. 

Barbe-Marbois: Sir, I agree with First Counsel Bonaparte's plan. France must leave North America before the British or the Americans drive us out. France would do better to get some money for Louisiana than to have the British or the Americans take it away from us by force. 

Narrator: The next day, Napoleon called Barbe-Marbois with a decision. 

Napoleon: I will give up not only New Orleans but also the entire colony of Louisiana. Negotiate with Livingston to get a good price for this territory. 

Narrator: That day, hours before Monroe arrived in Paris, Talleyrand met with Livingston. 

Talleyrand: Mr. Livingston, is the United States interested in buying the entire Louisiana Territory? 

Livingston: Sir, we have no interest in the land west of the Mississippi River. We only want New Orleans and the Floridas. 

Narrator: The next day, the American delegation met. While they were meeting, Barbe- Marbois came to the room. 

Livingston: Mr. Barbe’-Marbois, do you want to speak to me?

Barbe-Marbois: Yes, Mr. Livingston. I ask that you meet me later this evening at the treasury office to discuss the Louisiana Territory. 

Livingston: Sir, I will meet with you. 
(Barbe- Marbois leaves) 
Narrator: Later that evening. 

Barbe-Marbois: Mr. Livingston, Napoleon wants to sell the entire territory. 

The United States must hurry to buy it. 
Livingston: Why is that, sir? 

Barbe- Marbois: Britain and France are on the edge of war. If war happens, 

England will attack New Orleans. Eventually, the British will occupy the entire Mississippi Valley. France will sell you the entire territory for $22,500,000. 

Narrator: Neither Livingston nor Monroe had the authority to purchase the entire territory, but Livingston continued to negotiate. 

Livingston: Mr. Barbe-Marbois, the United States cannot pay that price for the land. We will make the purchase if you offer a more reasonable price. 

Narrator: Livingston returned to his rooms and wrote a letter to James Madison recommending that the United States buy the land. In the letter, he explained that he would discuss the issue with Monroe the next day. The next day, he met with Monroe. 

Livingston: James, they wish to sell the entire territory for a price of 

$22,500,000. I told them we could not pay, but I think that we should buy. I have sent a letter to Madison explaining this. 

Monroe: I agree that we should buy. It guarantees us the use of the Mississippi and the port of New Orleans. It also ensures that there will be land available in the future. President Jefferson is already planning an expedition from which he hopes to find a water route for trade. We must make a counteroffer. 

Livingston: I agree. 

Narrator: Livingston and Monroe met with Barbe-Marbois. 

Monroe: We wish to purchase the territory. We are willing to pay eight million dollars. 

Barbe-Marbois: Bonaparte insists on sixteen million, not a penny less. 
Monroe: I am authorized to offer twelve million, but not a penny more. 

Barbe-Marbois: Fifteen million. 
Monroe: It's a deal. 

Narrator: In writing the agreement, Napoleon instructed Barbe-Marbois to be very vague about the boundaries. So, the boundaries weren't clearly described. It wasn't clear exactly what the United States was buying. The Americans wanted the Floridas included. They learned that Florida still belonged to the Spanish. Now the United States owned the Louisiana Territory. It wasn't clear how far the territory extended, but the United States certainly had the Mississippi River, New Orleans, and a great deal more land. 
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The Louisiana Expansion 

The Louisiana Purchase Play - Who? What? When? 

A list of characters from the play is listed below. As each character introduces himself, enter his title or job on the line next to his name. The first one is completed for you. 

Narrator: _________Tells the audience background information________________________________ 

Thomas Jefferson: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Robert Livingston: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Charles IV of Spain: ____________________________________________________________________

 Charles Talleyrand: ____________________________________________________________________

 James Madison : ______________________________________________________________________

Napoleon Bonaparte : ___________________________________________________________________

Juan Ventura Morales :  _________________________________________________________________

American Newspaper Editor: _____________________________________________________________

 Western American Citizen: ______________________________________________________________

 Eastern American Citizen: ______________________________________________________________

 James Monroe: _______________________________________________________________________

 Denis Decres:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Francois de Barbe- Marbois: _____________________________________________________________

 United States Senator:  _________________________________________________________________

Put It All Together 

At least one member of your group has a script from the play. Others have notes they took while watching the play. Use these to help your group answer the following questions. You may answer on a separate sheet of paper. You may divide the questions among the members in the group. When all questions have been answered, you can share the information with one another. Also, be prepared to share your answers with the class. 

1. Who were some of the Americans who had roles in the purchase of Louisiana? 

2. Who were some French who had roles in the purchase of Louisiana? 

3. What happened when President Jefferson learned about the secret treaty between the French and the Spanish? 

4. When Livingston arrived, what happened? 

5. How did Jefferson finally find out that the treaty really had been signed? 

6. How did Livingston find out that the treaty had been signed? 

7. When was the treaty signed? 

8. According to the treaty, when did the transfer of Louisiana from Spain to France become official? 

9. What did Livingston do after he learned that the treaty was a fact? 

10. In July 1802, why did Juan Ventura Morales write to the King of Spain? 

11. How did the King of Spain react? 

12. When did Morales receive the letter? 

13. What happened as a result? 

14. How did people in the United States react? Why? 

15. How did President Jefferson react to the crisis? 

16. What were Monroe's instructions? 

17. What happened? 

18. Why did Napoleon decide to sell? 

19. What price did Monroe and Livingston negotiate for the Louisiana Territory? 

20. After the Louisiana Purchase, where was the western boundary of the United States?

