MID-TERM RESEARCH PAPER
An Explorer that Changed Our History

Overview


This research paper on your student’s chosen explorer,  _____________________  _________________,  will be 200-words, either handwritten (every line used in body) or double-spaced typed.  The report must have information taken from at least 4 different sources.  This project includes all steps of the writing process and will span a four-week period.  This assignment is a MAJOR part of your student’s six-week grade (equivalent to 6 grades or 60% of total average).  ALL of the writing is to be done in class.  A time frame for completion of each assignment is given below.  Your student will be responsible for turning work in on the due date or the day immediately following an excused absence.  Extra credit points will be given for illustrations or a 6 event timeline within the paper and/or an extra grade will be given for a satisfactory poster or collage accompanying the paper, or a 3-D model (diorama) of the person or event.
Steps to Follow
    PROJECT


DUE DATE

COMPLETED

GRADE
1. Pre-writing Concept Web

1- 6-06


___________

______

2. 40 notefacts from 4 or more sources
1-14-06

_____________

_______

3. First Rough Draft


1-19-06

_____________

_______

4. Edited copy by classmate

1-23-06

_____________

_______

5. Proofread/edited rewritten copy
1-25-06

_____________

_______
6. Final Copy (Presentation)

1-27-06

_____________

_______

       include the extra credit items

Detail of Assignment
1. Pre-writing Concept Web

include your person in the center of the web and at least 12 questions or facts branching out from that center web.  Off of each branch there must be one more branch with a question or a fact, so that you will end with a total of 25 circles in you concept web.  An example of this will be attached to this paper.

2. Forty (40) notefacts

Notefacts must be from 4 or more different sources.  If you choose to use four, you will need at least 10 from each source.  A source includes:  books,  charts or posters,  encyclopedias,  related reference books, magazines,  newspapers, pamphlets, interviews, sound recordings,  expert speakers, television or radio programs, videos, CD-ROMs, or internet postings.  Notefact sheets will be provided by teacher and will include a bibliography section and 12 spaces to write your notes.  EVERY SPACE MUST INCLUDE the PAGE NUMBER from which it was copied.  (Copying directly from the source in acceptable on notefacts ONLY.  Be prepared to write in your own words after this point or you will receive a “U” for plagiarism.  Four (4) days  will be provided for in class research using the school internet and library.  Do NOT throw away your notefacts.  They will be required to be turned in to the teacher with the rough draft copy for a passing grade.
3. First Rough Draft
On the first rough draft, you will need to skip one line if you hand write the paper or double-space if you type, so that either the teacher or classmates will have room for revisions.  The first rough draft will mainly be graded on your topic and the rhythm of your writing.  (Does it go in a particular order instead of rambling information?  Does it have a valid topic and do you stick to your topic in your writing?  Does it contain too many short, choppy sentences or does it vary in sentence structure?)  This copy is meant to be a “rough draft” in need of corrections.  Do NOT throw away your rough draft.  It is to be given to the teacher for a passing final grade.  

4. Revisions by a Classmate

Revisions by a classmate will be done in class on Jan. 19th and 20th.  As you read another classmates’ paper, check for spelling or grammatical errors as well as word usage and understanding.  (Does it make sense to you as you read it?  Would you change the order of events that are told?  Would you leave out anything?)  Classmates will make corrections directly on the report, but all should be careful not to erase or cover up the original words of the author;  try to make corrections on the blank lines between the original sentences.  Each student will be responsible to correct  and sign 3 other reports.  The author must make sure he/she has three (3) different students  reading and  revising the paper for a passing grade on this section of the assignment.  Do NOT throw away  this paper.  You must hand in to the teacher with your  edited copy.
5. Edited Copy (Proofread)

The author will take the revised copy and prepare another copy for the teacher to read and revise. This should be your best work with very few mistakes or scratch outs.  The grade for this copy will  reflect the number of mistakes the teacher finds.  Do not include  illustrations or timeline with the copy.  Save any extra credit work to turn in with your final copy. 

6. FINAL COPY (Presentation)
Final product will actually include all previous parts of research report ( notefacts, rough draft, revisions by classmates, teacher-edited copy , final corrected copy).  The final copy should be neatly handwritten skipping a single space or typed using double-spacing.  This is the place to include illustrations  or timeline in report or a product for an extra credit grade such as a student-created poster, 3-D diorama, or collage.

****** If you have a parent sign and return this sheet by Jan. 6th, you will receive 2 bonus points toward your final grade!

Parent signature:  ___________________________________     Parent Phone:  _________________
RUBRIC FOR PRE-WRITING CONCEPT (100 points total)
1. Student’s name, date, and class period in ink   (10 points)

2. All work done in blue or black ink.  ( 6 points)

3. Handwriting must be legible. (6 points)

4. Explorer’s name at center of the web (6 points)
5. At least 12 questions of fact branching out from center web (3 points)

6. At least 1 related question of fact branching out from each of the previous 12 circles. (3 points)

RUBRIC FOR “40 NOTEFACTS” (100 points total)
1. Student’s name, date, and period on single line at top of first page. (6 points)
2. All 40 notes must be legible. (6 points)
3. Bibliographic information on sources referenced on notes. (5 points per source)
4. Each note must be directly related to the questions on the Concept Web. (1/2 point each)

5. Each note must have reference source page number.  (1/2 point per notefact) 
6. Each different reference should have a identifying pencil color on notes. (1/2 point per notefact)
7. All notes should be organized and  secured to prevent loss. (8 points)
RUBRIC FOR ROUGH DRAFT (100 points total)
Mechanics: 30 points total
1. Student’s name, date, and period on first line at top of first page. (6 points)
2. Paper can be written in print or cursive in blue or black ink. (5 points)
3. Title of Research Report must be centered and separated from rest of work by spaces above and below it. (5 points)
4. Each written line must have a blank space above and/or below to allow for corrections. (14 points) 
Writing: 50 points total
1. Essay has been written in an interesting style; no rambling and has an easily followed thought process. (15 points)
2. Author stuck to the topic. (10 points) 
3. Sentences were interesting and well-structured; few short, choppy sentences and a variety of sentence lengths. (25 points)

Bibliography: 20 points total

1. Must be on separate page behind the report. (3 points)
2. Must have a hanging indentation. (4 points) 
3. Must have the APA Bibliographic style. (8 points) 
4. Must be written in cursive in blue or black ink or typed in “Times New Roman,” black, 12 font. (5 points)

RUBRIC FOR CLASSMATE  REVISIONS  (100 points total)
1. Student report must have evidence of three (3) different students’ corrections plus signatures.  (20 points)

2. Corrections must be made in contrasting ink such as red, green, or purple. (5 points)

3. Each student must have signed three other reports and have written the authors of the 3 reports signed above heading  on his paper. (20 points)

4. Author must have corrected all circled misspelled words upon the return of the report.  (20 points)
5. Transition words (see Transition Words sheet)  should be in evidence in report. (15 points)
6. Bibliographic information properly written. (20 points)

RUBRIC FOR EDITED COPY (100 points total)
Mechanics: 40 points total

1. Student’s name, date, and period on first line at top of first page. (6 points) 

2. Paper can be written in print or cursive in blue or black ink. (10 points)

3. Title of Research Report must be centered and separated from rest of work by spaces above and below it. (5 points)

4. Each written line must have a blank space above and/or below to allow for corrections. (14 points)

5. Scratch outs should be few and those must be neat. ( 5 points) 

Writing: 50 points total

1. Essay has been written in an interesting style; no rambling and has an easily followed thought process. (15 points)

2. Author stuck to the topic. (10 points) 

3. Sentences were interesting and well-structured; few short, choppy sentences and a variety of sentence lengths. (10 points)

4. Mistakes not corrected (15 points).

Bibliography: 20 points total

1. Must be on separate page behind the report. (3 points)

2. Must have a hanging indentation. (4 points) 

3. Must have the APA Bibliographic style. (8 points) 

4. Must be written in cursive in blue or black ink or typed in “Times New Roman,” black, 12 font. (5 points)

RUBRIC FOR FINAL COPY

Mechanics: 30 points total

1. Title of Research Report must be centered  separate title page. (5 points)
2. Student’s name, date, and period must be several spaces below the title on 3 different lines. (6 points)
3. Paper must be written in cursive in blue or black ink or typed in “Times New Roman,” black, 12 font. (6 points)

4. Each written line must have a blank space above and/or below to allow for corrections. (8 points)
5. Scratch outs should be few and those must be neat. ( 5 points) 

Writing: 50 points total

1. Essay has been written in an interesting style; no rambling and has an easily followed thought process. (15 points)
2. Author stuck to the topic. (10 points)
3. Sentences were interesting and well-structured; few short, choppy sentences and a variety of sentence lengths. (10 points)
4. Mistakes not corrected (15 points).

Bibliography: 20 points total

1. Must be on separate page behind the report. (3 points)

2. Must have a hanging indentation. (4 points) 

3. Must have the APA Bibliographic style. (8 points) 

4. Must be written in cursive in blue or black ink or typed in “Times New Roman,” black, 12 font. (5 points)

