San Francisco Times

	THE GOLD RUSH HELPS BUILD SAN FRANCISCO

	On January 24, 1848, James Marshall went to the house of his employer, John Sutter. He told John Sutter he had something important to tell him. He hurried John Sutter up the stairs and into a room, and he insisted the door be locked behind them. Then, James Marshall reached into a pants pocket and pulled out a crumpled-up white cotton rag. He opened the rag and lifted out a yellow, shiny stone about the size of a dime. He held the stone out toward John Sutter. "I think this is gold," James said. 

James was right. The nugget was gold. He found it at Sutter's Mill, in California's Sacramento Valley. 

Reports of gold began to come out of California. The stories easterners heard seemed too wild to be true. Yet, many of the stories were true. Thousands and thousands of dollars worth of gold were being dug and panned out of the California's fields and streams. Some people were finding $1,000 worth of gold almost every day they mined. Remember, this was a time when a farmer might make $400 a year! Nuggets weighing 20 pounds or more were found. And, there was still much more gold to be mined. As one Californian wrote an eastern friend: "You regard our statements as the dreams of an excited imagination; but what seems to you mere fiction, is stern reality. It is not gold in the clouds, or in the sea, or in the center of a rock-ribbed mountain, but in the soil of California-sparkling in the sun, and glittering in its streams." 

"Gold fever," they called it. And, it was like a fever. It swept through the East, and then through the world. Whole towns emptied as people started west, called by the promise of gold in California. One person who stayed behind watch-
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ed the others leave: "AII were off for the mines, some on horses, some on carts, and some on crutches, and one went in a litter [ stretcher]."
San Francisco Explodes 

In 1848, before Sutter found his gold, San Francisco was just a little settlement. A few dozen houses and perhaps 800 people were all that could be found there, clustered around the San Francisco Bay. 

Then came the Gold Rush. San Francisco was the nearest port to California's gold fields. So, hundreds of ships from all over the world headed for the bay. In 1849 alone, 800 ships arrived at San Francisco's port. They carried, all together, 40,000 people. These people had come to search for gold. They all poured through San Francisco on their way to the gold fields. 

San Francisco immediately became an important supply center for all the gold seekers. Its population exploded. In that first full-blown year of the Gold Rush, the number of people living in San Francisco swelled from 800 to 25,000. By September, there were 500 houses, with up to 30 new ones being built every day! 

By the end of the year, San Francisco was on its way to becoming a city. Here are some of the changes one visitor noticed as 1849 came to an end: "Stages run regularly to the mines, steamboats run on the river; a theatre, church and several large handsome hotels with billiards saloons and bowling alleys and all the fixings,
	have been put up. Civilization is making rapid strides." 
The Problems of Growth 

This unbelievably fast growth caused problems for San Francisco. The problems started at the harbor. When the ships came in, their passengers hurried off, heading for the gold fields. And the ships' crews followed the passengers to the fields. 

Soon, hundreds of ships lay anchored in the bay, abandoned, rotting, sinking. Sometimes a ship's cargo sank with the ship, because the ship owners couldn't find anyone to unload the goods. One group of visitors observed that "some three or four thousand seamen deserted from the many hundred ships lying in the bay. At the time of which we write there were between three and four hundred large square-rigged vessels [in port], unable to leave on account of want of hands. Many of these vessels never got away, but in a few years, afterwards, rotted and tumbled to pieces where they were moored." 

Another problem caused by the Gold Rush was that there weren't enough hotels and houses in San Francisco to shelter everybody. Building couldn't possibly keep up with demand. Many people crowded into poorly built shanties. Many others lived in tents. Some even waited until high tide and hauled abandoned boats out onto land. Then, they lived in the boats. Actually, these often were better built than many of the hastily constructed houses! 

Thanks to the Gold Rush, enough people lived in San Francisco for it to become a city. And, enough people lived in California for it to become a state.

Story from: The Complete Book of American History, Children’s Publishing


Name ________________________________________Date _______________ Class __________
San Francisco Times

	THE GOLD RUSH HELPS BUILD SAN FRANCISCO - Q&A

	1. Who reportedly found the first nugget of gold at Sutter’s Mill? __________________________

2. Stories out of California said that some people were finding how much gold a day? _________
3. What term was used to describe what swept through the country after the news of gold? ___________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe the size of San Francisco before the Gold Rush? ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. How many people poured into San Francisco after the news broke? _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. In the first ‘full blown year of the gold rush’, by what percent did San Francisco grow? _______

7. Describe in you own words, the changes that came to San Francisco after the Gold Rush. ___
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What happened to many of the vessels that brought all the gold miners to California? _______

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9. Where was gold first found?

a. American River

b. Sacramento Valley

c. San Francisco

d. Donner Pass

     10. John Sutter earned his living through:

                a. Agriculture

                b. Mining

                c. Supplying miners

                d. Banking

      11. Sacramento Valley is closest to what major city?

                a. Sacramento

                b. San Francisco

                c. Oakland

                d. Los Angeles
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Vocabulary
  Entrepreneur: a person who starts a new business enterprise 

  49ers: the people who traveled to California in 1849 in search of gold 

  American Dream: the goal of material prosperity available to all who seek it 

  Anarchy: absence of government 

  Law of supply and demand: economic law which states that prices rise when demand is high and supply is low; and thatprices fall when demand is low and supply is high 

  Genocide: Deliberate destruction of an entire ethnic or racial group 

  Hydraulic mining: mining which used large jets of water to break down riverbeds in order to recover small amounts of gold or other precious metals 

  Exploitation: improper use for one's profit or advantage 

  Opportunistic: taking advantage of an opportunity, often with little regard for the circumstances 

Activities/Discussion

Figure out how many steps it took for a 49er to walk to California. First, measure one of your normal steps from front heel to back heel. How many inches is it? Next, divide 63360 (the number of inches in a mile) by that number. Now you have figured the number of steps in a mile. Now, multiply the number of steps by 2,000 miles--the distance to California. The answer is the number of steps it would take for you to walk from Missouri to California. 

To understand what life was like for the 49ers, try going through an evening without any modern conveniences. No electric lights, ball point pens, or TV etc.. Make a complete list of all the things you gave up. (You might make an exception for bathrooms!)

Many of the 49ers were teenagers who left home on a 2,000 mile journey to California. Some walked the entire distance on foot! If you were planning to journey 2,000 miles across the wilderness, what would you take along? Remember, there are no supply points along the way; you must pack everything you need to last 3 months. Make a list of your supplies.  

Imagine that you are to travel back in time to become a 49er. You are allowed to take along one modern invention; something that will fit in your pocket. What would you take? Why?

------

If the gold rush had never happened, the states of California, Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico might have ended up as a part of in Mexico--instead of the U.S. How would life in America be different? How would your life be different?

Before the gold rush, a metal pan in California cost 30 cents, but after gold was discovered, gold pans sold for 15 dollars. The price change was a result of the economic laws of supply and demand. Can you think of items today that are more expensive because they are in short supply (rare coins, all-star basketball players, classic cars, downtown real estate) What about things that are inexpensive because they are in large supply (salt, water, topsoil). Can you think of things that have gone up in price as demand has increased or supply has dwindled (gasoline, timber, Nike shoes)?

