Creators of this lesson: 

· Greg English, traveler@xspedius.net
· Monica McGinnis, monicamcginnis@hotmail.com
Title: The “I Can’t Believe There’s Not One Yet” Festival Project
Primary Subject Area: Louisiana History 

Grade Level:  7

Overview: During the course of this lesson the students will create a unique Louisiana Festival.  This festival should be appropriate to the area of the state and season in which it will be held. 
Approximate Duration: 6 class periods (50 minute) 
Benchmarks:

	G-1A-M1   
	identifying and describing the characteristics, functions, and applications of various types of maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies;  

	G-1A-M3   
	organizing and displaying information about the location of geographic features and places by using mental mapping skills;  

	G-1B-M4   
	describing and explaining how personal interests, culture, and technology affect people’s perceptions and uses of places and regions;  

	E-1B-M2  
	explaining the factors that affect the production and distribution of goods and services;  


Objectives: The Student will

· Investigate current Louisiana festivals; find related photos, contests, and music

· Create a new festival not already held in Louisiana

· Create a festival logo to be used on t-shirts and promotional materials

· Research and create Excel graphs depicting weather conditions for selected festival dates

· Communicate festival idea via power-point presentation, poster, flyer, webpage, t-shirt, bumper sticker, weather graphs

· Present festival to make-believe city council
Materials:

Festival T-Shirt Design template, Website template, bumper sticker template, Weather Bar-graph template, PowerPoint instruction sheet, Creating a Louisiana Festival Rubrics, computer(s) set at Trackstar.hprtec.org site 

Activity 1:  Create new festival
· Research current festivals

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Select between 2 and 4 possible ideas for a new festival

· Narrow ideas to best one

· Select location for new festival
· Select two possible dates for festival
· Create list of events for festival (concerts, music, food, dances, etc.)
· With group, create a festival logo to be used throughout festival project
Activity 2:  Create Festival T-shirt

· Use T-shirt Design Template (extras at www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_templates)

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Be sure to use festival logo somewhere in design

· Check Festival T-Shirt Rubric to get all points available
Activity 3: Bumper-sticker

· Use Bumper-sticker Design Template (extras at www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_templates)

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Be sure to use festival logo somewhere in design

· Check Festival Bumper-sticker Rubric to get all points available
Activity 4: Website Design

· Use Website Design Template (extras at www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_templates)

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Be sure to use festival logo somewhere in design

· Check Festival Website Rubric to get all points available
Activity 5: Tourist Information Tri-fold

· Use Classroom Samples for layout ideas

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Be sure to use festival logo somewhere in design

· Check Festival Tri-Fold Rubric to get all points available
Activity 6: Excel Weather Graphs

· Use Weather Graph Design Template (extras at www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_templates)

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Use www.weather.com Search your selected city, then “Records and Averages”

· Check Festival Graphing Rubric to get all points available
Activity 7: Festival Poster

· Use 22”x14” white poster-board to advertise festival

· Get info and see ideas at TrackStar Website ID: 89483 (http://trackstar.hprtec.org/)

· Be sure to use festival logo somewhere in design

· Check Festival Poster Rubric to get all points available
Activity 8: Power-point Slideshow

· Use Festival directions ditto for Power-point requirements

· Internet access

· Check Festival Power-point Rubric to get all points available
Activity 9: Oral Presentation

· Check Festival Presentation Rubric to get all points available
Background Information: The students should have a basic knowledge of common Louisiana festivals, when, why, and where they are held.  They should have a basic idea of how a festival will impact a community economically and socially. For lesson worksheets, maps, graphs based on the Clairmont Press textbook for Culture and Festivals, visit http://www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_festival
Lesson Procedures:

Before starting

· Figure computer usage ie. three computers and six groups equal half a class period per group
Introduce the lesson

· Using Inspiration or blackboard idea web, ask students what makes up a good festival.

· Record responses on web
Build Knowledge Base

· List festivals kids have been to

· Add other area festivals

· Discuss with students how and why festivals are started
Opening directions

· Give general directions using instruction ditto (http://www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_checklist)

· Answer questions

· Divide students into groups of 3-4
Exploration

· Activity 1: Selection of Festival

1. Allow students time to discuss festivals they know

2. Let them discuss ideas for a new, never before held festival (2-4 ideas)

3. Research current festivals using tourist information, textbooks, and websites.

4. Research parishes and cities that chosen festival could be held in

5. Decide when festival should be held (have 2 different weekends)

6. Create list of festival events, contests, food, dances, etc.

7. Create a festival logo to be used throughout project
8. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
· Activity 2: Create festival t-shirt (www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_templates)
1. Research shirt design ideas at www.trackstart.hprtec.org ID# 89483

2. Using festival logo incorporate theme, town, and date

3. Use t-shirt template sheet, draw shirt design in pencil then black ink

4. Color shirt in bright colors
· Activity 3: Bumper-sticker

1. Research sticker design ideas at www.trackstart.hprtec.org ID# 89483

2. Using all or part of festival logo, create sticker idea on template 

3. Keep lettering and wording short and simple with bold lettering
4. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
· Activity 4: Website

1. Research website design ideas at www.trackstart.hprtec.org ID# 89483

2. Using website template, create a full color ‘page one’ for your festival

3. Keep lettering simple and to the point

4. Have “links” to other “pages” for festival activities

5. Use festival logo somewhere on page

6. Finished page should be in black ink and pencil colors

7. All important information should be on page one

8. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
· Activity 5: Tourist Information tri-fold

1. Research other tourist tri-folds

2. Create tri-fold containing information about festival events, dates, locations, photos, and festival logo may even include ‘local’ recipe

3. Tri-fold can either be typed or hand printed in black ink

4. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
· Activity 6: Excel Weather Graphs

1. Using the Weather Channel website, locate festival city and two dates chosen for festival

2. Input average and record weather highs, lows, rainfall into an Excell spreadsheet

3. Convert information into graphs for each weekend chosen.

4. May use graphing templates (www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_templates)

5. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
· Activity 7: Festival Poster

1. Cut sheet of white poster-board in half (22”x14”)

2. Create a colorful ‘telephone pole’ poster using festival logo and all required info

3. Be sure to list location, dates, times, events

4. Be sure poster is eye-catching and colorful

5. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
· Activity 8: Power-point slideshow

1. Research festival photos at www.trackstart.hprtec.org ID# 89483

2. Using Microsoft Power-point software, create a 3-6 slide presentation for your festival

3. If possible, scan or take digital photo of your festival logo for slide presentation

4. Slideshow must contain at least one photo per slide

5. Be sure to list all information such as dates, times, locations, events

6. Final slide should list all members of team as Festival committee

7. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available

· Activity 9: Oral Presentation

1. As a group, communicate total festival presentation to peers.

2. All members of team must present at least one section of project.
3. Check Festival Rubric to get all points available
Reproducible Materials: 

Festival templates for T-Shirt Design, Website, bumper sticker, weather graphs, festival directions, Creating a Louisiana Festival Rubrics
Assessment Procedures:  

Final oral presentation and finished products produced by team (PowerPoint presentation proposing aspects of a unique festival, Excel project detailing weather of festival location, T-shirt design, bumper sticker, website design, tri-fold info sheet, poster, and research along with daily classroom work record)   

Exploration and Extension:  

Time allotments could dictate selecting or eliminating activities. Teacher could also have students select 5 of 9 or 7 of 9 activities giving students the chance to select their strengths.

Resources and Links:

Louisiana Information ideas and links:

http://www.louisiana101.com
Rubric software

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
TrackStar Links

http://www.hprtec.org/
Teachers Helping Teachers

http://www.pacificnet.net/~mandel/
TeAch-nology

http://www.teach-nology.com/
An online copy of this lesson can be found at: www.louisiana101.com/i_cant_believe_full_lesson_plan
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