Creating a model of

Fort St. Jean Baptiste des Natchitoches

1716 – 1803
There are several reasons for the building of Fort St. Jean Baptiste, some are listed below:

· As a storehouse for supplies for explorations farther to the west.

· As a trading post to exchange goods with the Native Americans

· As a settlement establishing the French presence in the area.

· To stop the expansion of Spanish into the area claimed by France

Details of the layout of the fort are listed below:

1. The west side of the fort faced the Red River

2. The fort was surrounded by a palisade

3. There were small gate entrances on both the east and west palisades.

4. Equal size bastions were built on the northwest, southwest, and southeast corners. 

5. The bastion on the northeast side was half as wide east to west, but equal to the others north and south.

6. The soldier’s barracks was the longest building in the fort running on the north side all the way from east to west.

7. Just inside the west gate was a commissary to the south and a guardhouse to the north.

8. The guardhouse was half as wide as the other buildings

9. South of the commissary was very small ammunition storage building.

10. Just to the east of the ammunition building and running along the south palisade were the church, a small outdoor oven, the kitchen, and two buildings used for meals.

11. In the center of the fort was the commandant’s house.

12. Next to the east gate and palisade was the merchant’s house.

13. The Commandant’s house, merchant’s house, church, and commissary were all about the same size.

14. The kitchen, and two dinning areas were about the same size.

15. The fort was about 16% shorter north to south than it is east to west

16. The drill or parade ground between the commissary and commandant’s home is the largest clear land area within the fort’s walls.

Directions: Your team will use the information about to recreate out of Legos a model of Fort St. Jean Baptiste des Natichitoches.

Your supplies should include:

One 12x12 green Lego base

One odd colored 1x3 Lego used to indicate NORTH

Four 2x3 Legos

Three 2x2 Legos

One 2x4 Lego

Two 2x6 Legos

Two 1x1 Legos

Nine 1x2 Legos

Twenty-two 1x4 Legos

